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ADDRESS-IN-REPLY 

Motion 

Resumed from an earlier stage of the sitting. 

MR K.M. O’DONNELL (Kalgoorlie) [2.52 pm]: Before I start, Mr Speaker, I found it easier to enter a pub brawl 
as a police officer than to sit here waiting and sweating to give this speech! 

The SPEAKER: Sometimes it is like a pub brawl in here. 

Mr K.M. O’DONNELL: Greetings, Mr Speaker and members. I am extremely proud and honoured to be here 
today and to have been elected to represent the people of the goldfields in the seat of Kalgoorlie. Let me first 
acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on which we are meeting and pay my respects to their elders, past 
and present. 

Mr Speaker, I wish to congratulate you on being elected and wish you all the best in your new role. May I say that 
although we sit on opposite sides of the Parliament, we have something in common—we are both Collingwood 
supporters. Hopefully, this will not be held against us or my colleague, the member for Hillarys. 

I also extend my congratulations to all the members on their election after what were, no doubt, hard-fought 
campaigns. I have met many new people from all sides of politics since coming to Parliament and I believe good 
friendships will grow from this. I commend parliamentary staff on their professionalism, especially in trying to 
help us new kids on the block. Their friendly and approachable manner has made it a lot easier to settle in. I would 
like to acknowledge the efforts of the previous member for Kalgoorlie, Wendy Duncan, who retired after serving 
a four-year term. Ms Duncan worked very hard and earned the respect of everyone throughout our large electorate. 
I am the sixteenth member for the seat of Kalgoorlie, which covers 555 448 square kilometres. I am only the 
second Liberal to win the seat, the first being Matt Birney in 2001. Prior to Matt Birney, the seat of Kalgoorlie had 
been held for the majority of 100 years by the Labor Party and has since been held by an Independent and 
a National Party member. Despite this and despite a strong statewide swing towards Labor in this election, I was 
fortunate enough to be the only Liberal in the state to gain a seat and the only Liberal to get a swing towards them, 
winning the primary vote and increasing my lead after allocation of preferences. My electorate stretches up to 
1 000 kilometres in some directions, which means that I will have my work cut out for me. However, I look 
forward to the challenge. 

I spent many months doorknocking the electorate, both in rain and 40 degree heat, to find out residents’ concerns. 
That personal approach seemed to be very much appreciated by members of the community, many of whom said 
that no candidate or politician had ever knocked on their door before. Often those opposite like to portray members 
on my side of politics as coming from the big end of town. I am particularly proud to be elected as the member for 
Kalgoorlie as I am a living, breathing example of why this is not the case. 

I was born in Victoria but grew up in New South Wales, living in Nowra and Randwick. My father, Kyran Sr, was 
a Lieutenant Commander in the Fleet Air Arm of the Royal Australian Navy where he flew Skyhawks and later 
became a navigator on the aircraft carrier HMAS Melbourne. My father had always spoken about how he would 
like me to attend Aquinas College in WA, which was his alma mater. My mother, Mary, was an air stewardess and 
later worked in hospital administration. I have a brother, Damien, a sister, Meaghan, and a half-sister, Gail, who 
lives in Queensland. After my father retired from the Navy he moved the family to Western Australia, where 
I lived first in Perth, attending Aquinas College, and then Port Hedland when my father became the State 
Emergency Service coordinator for the north west. I worked at the Pier Hotel, Port Hedland. 

Mrs L.M. Harvey: Oh my God! 

Mr K.M. O’DONNELL: That is what I said when I walked in. 

I became the bar manager when I was 18. We used to turn over 100 kegs a week. Oddly enough, although I worked 
in hotels, I never touched a drop myself. Port Hedland is where I met my wife, Pam. At school I played rugby 
union and represented WA in the State Schoolboys. Whilst in Port Hedland I continued to play rugby and this 
sometimes involved travelling on “White Knuckle Airlines” to other towns in the Pilbara. Pam and I eventually 
moved to Perth, where I continued to work in hotels before joining WA Police in 1982. My first country posting 
was Kalgoorlie from 1984 to 1988. After spending a couple of years in Perth and Exmouth, we returned with our 
three children in 1991 and have called Kalgoorlie–Boulder home ever since. I have also relieved in several towns 
throughout the goldfields. 
I do not like being idle, so when I had to take three months of long service leave many years ago, I started a family 
gardening and landscaping business, which grew quite a lot over the years, with all of my children working in the 
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business at some stage. This has provided me with some insight into the issues faced by many small businesses. It 
was sad leaving the police department and I do miss the camaraderie I had with my police colleagues, and I will 
always be grateful for my many years spent as a police officer as it has, among many other things, given me many 
lifelong friends. 
Our three children are now grown up, with two living in Kalgoorlie-Boulder. Kyran Jr, his wife, Emma, and their 
three children are making a life for themselves in the goldfields. Kyran manages a mining ground support company 
and also recently started a mining personnel business as a joint venture. Our other son, Taylor, also lives in 
Kalgoorlie and is currently undergoing an apprenticeship. Our daughter, Courtney, is a solicitor in Sydney. 
I believe that getting involved in the community enriches our life, and Pam and I did just that as soon as we arrived 
in Kalgoorlie–Boulder. We joined sporting and other local organisations and over the years we were rewarded 
with several life memberships between us, with mine including the Hannans Junior Sports Club—now Hannans 
Celtic Soccer Club—Kalgoorlie City Football Club, North Kalgoorlie Tee Ball Club and Goldfields Tee-ball 
Association. We started our own junior sporting club, Hannans Junior Sports Club, with four young soccer teams 
which has now grown to include teams right through from preprimary to seniors, and also includes junior netball. 
Being awarded life memberships is humbling but being involved and helping the community is something we both 
strongly believe in and we are the better for it. It has made us part of the community and has certainly contributed 
to my success in the election. Children I coached and mentored way back when are now grown up with families 
of their own—and it is a bonus that they are now of voting age! 
I served three and a half years of a four-year term as a councillor for the City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder, having had 
to resign due to my election to Parliament. My wife, Pam, is also a serving councillor. Whilst on council, I served 
on several committees, including the Australian Airports Association, the Kalgoorlie–Boulder Chamber of 
Commerce and Industry, the Sister City program, the Walk of Fame Committee and others. I believe the experience 
I gained as a councillor will hold me in good stead as a member of Parliament, although I am sure I will find the 
roles vastly different. 
Kalgoorlie–Boulder and the goldfields is a great place to live and it will be my privilege over the next four years 
to ensure that it continues to grow and prosper. For this to happen, we need to have access to quality health care 
and education for our families. The Liberal–National government invested many millions of dollars in the 
goldfields over the past eight years but there is still more work to be done. The new government has committed to 
building a step up, step down subacute mental health facility in Kalgoorlie–Boulder and I urge it to do this as soon 
as possible. Mental health issues are of great concern in my electorate. 
Other important projects that require funding in my electorate are the Norseman Visitor Centre, which was 
promised funding by the government during the election, and the redevelopment of the historic Coolgardie post 
office. Menzies, although small, still needs our attention and in order to grow and remain sustainable, it needs its 
own water source. Menzies currently has to truck in its water from Kalgoorlie but there is another water source 
just nine kilometres from town. If we could build a 600-kilometre water pipeline over 100 years ago, I would like 
to think we could build a nine-kilometre one today. 
Although the goldfields has always relied on mining and will continue to do so, in order to ensure longevity and 
growth we need to diversify and support the establishment of other industries. The completion of the Outback Way 
will help grow tourism and open up not just the goldfields, but the whole of Western Australia to new opportunities 
from other states. Increased tourism means increased jobs and economic benefits for everyone. 
In order to assist our pastoral industry, we must see the completion of wild dog fences around our pastoral leases. 
If we can get control of the wild dog situation, we will see growth in our sheep industry, which will be an economic 
boon for our region and provide jobs. Sheep stations in the area that used to run over 15 000 sheep are now down 
to just a couple of hundred, some even less, and they are having to rely on other forms of income to keep their 
stations going. One pastoralist advised me that he has so few sheep left that he knows each of them by name! Stock 
theft is also a huge issue and I believe we may need to see a return to the old-style police stock squad. Station 
owners are losing hundreds of thousands of dollars when targeted by professional cattle rustlers and stock thieves. 

Another issue we need to look at is fly in, fly out in regional communities. Although there are some benefits to 
FIFO, I believe a residential workforce cannot be underestimated as it encourages families to settle in our towns, 
which then creates higher school enrolments, increased spending and improves community stability and morale. 
Being residential in the town close to where people work enables families to spend more time together. FIFO can 
also contribute to domestic and mental health issues among employees and their families. I would encourage the 
government to consider implementing restrictions on companies using the FIFO model where the work location is 
within a specific distance to a town, making FIFO the exception, rather than the rule. Having said this, I would 
like to commend many of our local mining companies who have a policy of employing a residential workforce. 
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Royalties for regions has served country WA very well and must remain as a major funder of necessary services 
and facilities, not just for the goldfields but for all regional Western Australia. My son Kyran, who works in 
recruitment, says there are plenty of jobs in the goldfields but that we must be able to attract and keep workers and 
their families in the region so that we can remain sustainable or it will be bad news, not just for us, but for all of 
WA. I understand that the government wants to make changes, but they must not be to the detriment of regional 
WA. People in the country deserve to be treated to the same services and facilities as people in the metropolitan 
area. 

Having been a policeman for 34 years, it would be remiss of me not to talk about law and order. Although it is 
different now, I remember when I used to do lone patrols in a van out to Coonana and other Aboriginal 
communities, hundreds of kilometres from Kalgoorlie. Being a policeman in the country, you never knew what 
you were going to face from day to day. I was honoured during some of these visits to be invited to watch 
corroborees and other tribal ceremonies, something not many white people get to see. I would like to say that 
I think it is unfortunate that police officers are made to resign if they wish to run for state politics. 

Although it is important for the government to increase police numbers, in the meantime I would like to see police 
auxiliary officers based in the goldfields to help free up more fully trained police officers for frontline duty. I also 
think it is imperative that we recruit more Indigenous police officers. We have only one Aboriginal police officer 
in the whole of the goldfields. Engaging with students at high schools is one way to try to encourage more 
Indigenous students into police and other emergency service careers. I would also like to see community relations 
officers employed to assist police engage with people on the street. Having police on the streets and on the frontline 
is one of the most important tools to combat antisocial behaviour and crime. I do not believe it is feasible to man 
some police stations 24 hours a day if it means taking police off the streets. I am a firm believer in foot patrols and 
community engagement in deterring criminal activity. It gives people a sense of safety so they can go about their 
business. 

With the completion of our new prison in Boulder, I am keen to see prisoners trained in real life and work skills 
so that when they leave prison, they have good employment prospects and less chance of re-offending. I especially 
believe that, when appropriate, Aboriginal prisoners should be trained and accredited in plant and equipment 
operation, such as graders, bobcats, compactors et cetera so that when they return to their communities, they can 
secure employment helping to build roads and infrastructure, not just for their community but for surrounding 
areas as well—for instance, the Outback Highway—creating jobs where currently there may be none. This will 
also provide ongoing jobs as the roads and infrastructure will need to be maintained. 

Having recently attended the opening of the new student accommodation at the Western Australian School of 
Mines, I would like to emphasise the importance of this very esteemed educational facility in my electorate. The 
WA School of Mines was established in 1902 and specialises in mining-related subjects. The school has a vision 
to make the Kalgoorlie campus an International Centre of Excellence. 

[Member’s time extended.]  

Mr K.M. O’DONNELL: The project, involving WA School of Mines alumni, the City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder, 
Central Regional TAFE and Curtin University, will ensure future prosperity, jobs investment and socially 
sustainable communities in the goldfields and greater Western Australia, with plans to expand into the Pilbara. 
I would like to commend Bill Beament, Raleigh Finlayson, Sam Spearing and others on their foresight and efforts 
in attempting to get this project off the ground. I hope that the government will look favourably upon funding 
requests as this will be a great asset to the goldfields and our state. 

I would like to commend Robert Hicks and his team from the Goldfields Individual and Family Support 
Association—GIFSA—for the work they are doing in remote Aboriginal communities with carers and those with 
disabilities. With the implementation of the National Disability Insurance Scheme and with that being managed 
from Geelong, I hope that they can continue to work collaboratively with GIFSA to maintain the high standard of 
service currently being provided. 

Much has been said of late about our state’s unfair share of GST revenue so I will not go too much into it, except 
to say that we must all keep pushing hard to make sure that WA gets a return of more than the current 34 cents in 
the dollar We should not be penalised for not having poker machines or because some other states refuse to have 
mining. One suggestion would be for all states to retain, for example, 75 per cent of their GST revenue and for the 
balance of 25 per cent to go into a special fund to help those states that need more. 

I am looking forward to working with Mike Nahan, MLA, Leader of the Opposition. Like me, the Leader of the 
Opposition is not a career politician and has come into politics later in life after a significant pre-parliamentary 
career. I am honoured that Dr Nahan has assigned me the shadow portfolio of Aboriginal Affairs, especially as it 
is my first term. 
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During my time in the goldfields I believe I have earned the respect of the local Aboriginal population, working 
closely with them over the years. In 2000 I was awarded “Goldfields Top Cop” for my efforts in engaging with 
the Aboriginal people and attempting to learn to speak their local language. Because I was very young when I first 
came to Kalgoorlie, the Aboriginal people bestowed on me the nickname “Baby Face”. To this day, this is still 
how I am referred to, not only by the Aboriginals I met when I first arrived, but also now by their children and 
grandchildren—although the name “Baby Face” may not be quite as apt today as it was back then. I want to work 
in consultation with Aboriginal groups, agencies and the government to provide better outcomes. I believe that if 
we can work together instead of banging heads, we will get more done. Funding provided for programs for 
Aboriginal people needs to make its way down to the grassroots where it is needed most, and we need to try to get 
more cooperation between different family groups. I have already had a meeting with the Minister for Aboriginal 
Affairs, Ben Wyatt, MLA, and I am hoping that by working together we can set an example and make positive 
inroads into providing a better life for our Indigenous citizens. 

As already mentioned, the seat of Kalgoorlie is a very large electorate. I tried to get to all the outlying towns at 
least a couple of times during the campaign. I will now take the opportunity to thank everyone who helped or 
contributed in some way to my success. I am sorry I cannot name everyone, but in Kalgoorlie–Boulder I thank 
Brian Christie, Jason Wells, Jodie Richardson, Matty Hawkes, Doug Daws, and Diana and Lindsay Stockdale, and 
the many others who assisted in getting me across the line; Andrew Cox, Linda Crook and all the staff from Liberal 
headquarters were always available to assist with advice and logistics. I also thank Glenn Baker, who organised 
my polling booths for Menzies, Leonora and Leinster; Peter Hill, who ran Laverton; and also Paul Axford, who 
came down from Leonora to assist. I thank my best friends Jeff and Anne Andrijasevich, both of whom are in the 
gallery today and who travelled from Perth to help out, and my other best friends Cherie and Richard Hood, who 
were always there to provide moral support. I also extend my deepest appreciation to our party members and my 
supporters who did a terrific job manning all the polling booths across our enormous electorate and helping out 
where they could. 

My sincere thanks also go to Rick Wilson, MP, the federal member for O’Connor, and the two Liberal members 
for Mining and Pastoral Region, Mark Lewis, MLC, and Ken Baston, MLC, for their advice and expertise. I was 
fortunate that several ministers, including the former Premier, Colin Barnett, MLA, and members of Parliament 
visited the electorate over the past several months, and I am grateful for their support and guidance. Thank you. In 
particular, Liza Harvey and Peter Collier were very supportive. 

I would also like to commend my two new electorate staff, Dianne Hedges and Helen Beesley, for getting my 
office in Kalgoorlie–Boulder up and running from scratch. Both ladies have a strong background in working in 
the government sector and have hit the ground running, showing great professionalism in helping get things off 
the ground. 

Lastly, I would like to thank my family: my wife, Pam, who is in the gallery today. Throughout the long 
campaign, she worked extremely hard—you did well. I thank my children, Kyran Jr, Courtney—who came from 
Sydney—and Taylor, and daughter-in-law Emma, for their moral support and the many different ways each of 
them assisted throughout the campaign. Even my grandchildren, Isla, Kyran—yes, another Kyran; the fourth 
one—and Emmy, aged from two to seven, helped out at various stalls and markets. You all make me very proud. 

I join this Parliament with a background in policing, local government and small business, and I reiterate my 
commitment to the people of the goldfields to work hard on their behalf with honesty and integrity, to represent 
them to the best of my ability, and to try to make the goldfields an even better place to live and raise a family. 

[Applause.] 

MS E. HAMILTON (Joondalup) [3.17 pm]: I would like to congratulate the Speaker, Peter Watson, member for 
Albany, on his position, and extend congratulations to all my colleagues who have been elected to this Parliament. 
I would also like to thank the parliamentary staff for their support and guidance in the past weeks. 

I would like to begin by acknowledging the traditional owners of the land on which we meet today, the Whadjuk 
Noongar people, and pay my respects to elders past, present and emerging. 

In what has been considered by some to be a historic win by the Labor party, it is an honour and a privilege to 
have been elected to represent the Joondalup electorate. I want to thank the local community for placing their trust 
in me and I will work to ensure that they are represented in this Parliament. 
What has motivated me to be standing here today is the want to be part of the machinery that is able to make 
change—a positive change to improve our community—and to provide a voice to those who do not have one. I am 
motivated by the want to represent the community that I call home and to address the issues that they are facing 
today, that we are all facing today. The current challenge is jobs. People are finding themselves out of work and 
unable to provide for their families. I will be addressing this issue to ensure that we deliver local jobs. 
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Joondalup is a young city by any comparison. It used to be a far extension of the Perth metropolitan region and 
has its roots in the Aboriginal culture. “Joondalup” is an Aboriginal word of the Noongar people and means “lake 
that glistens”. This refers to Lake Joondalup that sits to the eastern side of the electorate, separating the Cities of 
Joondalup and Wanneroo. The 1980s and 1990s saw a community begin to emerge in Joondalup, and this was in 
line with the corridor plan for Perth that was adopted by the state government in 1970. This plan was rooted in the 
idea of establishing subregional areas outside the CBD. Thirty years ago the road that went to the suburb of 
Mullaloo was a dirt track. I was at a Mullaloo surf lifesaving awards dinner just the other week and heard a story 
from a gentleman who has been volunteering for the club for the past 35 years. He told a story of the lengths he 
had to go to, to access Mullaloo Beach each weekend for patrol. It was no mean feat. It was the end of the line, 
and look how far we have come. 
We are home to over 27 000 electors and that number is growing. The Joondalup of today is a magnificent city. 
Although still considered relatively young in age, it has proven itself as the second CBD of Perth. The growth that 
it has experienced, and will continue to experience, is overwhelming. Directions 2031 names Joondalup town 
centre as one of two primary centres of the Perth metropolitan region. Considered to be the second CBD of Perth, 
we have world-class facilities on our doorstep. We are leaders in innovation and the sciences, and home to the 
education precinct of Edith Cowan University, North Metropolitan TAFE and the police academy. We have 
Joondalup Health Campus, a leading hospital. To top it off, we have the largest shopping centre in the 
Southern Hemisphere. We will become an innovation hub, and I am excited to see this emerge. 
We have a lively, inclusive and active community. People are largely invested in the areas surrounding their 
homes, and high participation rates in community, sporting and school groups and organisations illustrate this. 
Volunteers come from all walks of life and there is a dedicated and committed number of people who donate their 
time to these groups. I commend people for getting involved. 
Joondalup has always had great local representatives, and I have big shoes to fill. I would like to take a moment 
to reflect on the contribution of Tony O’Gorman, who served three terms as the member for Joondalup, from 2001 
to 2013. I know that the electorate valued your hard work and dedication and that your intricate involvement 
locally, resonated. I also acknowledge the work of my predecessor, Jan Norberger. Although we differed on the 
direction for Joondalup, it was clear to me that you were invested in the local community. 
Western Australia has experienced unprecedented growth and prosperity in the past, but the failure to embrace this 
and plan coherently for the future has seen the current state of affairs unfold. We could not sustain the path that 
we were on, and the McGowan Labor government has been elected. We now have a mandate to follow through 
with our election commitments, and for us, in Joondalup, this means the Ocean Reef marina development, the rail 
line extension to Yanchep, the upgrade and expansion of the Joondalup Health Campus and varied local projects 
that will benefit many and stimulate the jobs market. I want to see opportunities for people living in Joondalup. 
We need local, secure and sustainable jobs; meaningful paths to employment for our young people; affordable and 
accessible training and apprenticeship opportunities; quality health care close to home; as well as investment in 
our local schools. 
It was very clear that the people of Joondalup wanted to see progress on the Ocean Reef marina development. It 
has overwhelming public support and local residents have a keen interest in seeing construction begin. I am proud 
to be part of a government that in 2004 committed funding to the feasibility study on this project. Led by the then 
minister, Alannah MacTiernan, Labor showed that we were going to focus on this project. It is disappointing that 
the previous government did not make this a priority, and, rather, focused its efforts on the CBD. I am looking 
forward to being able to take my family down to the marina to enjoy a world-class public amenity that will not 
only be a key economic driver in the region, but will open up the northern corridor to an array of tourism 
opportunities and ongoing employment for local residents. The marina will also become home to the Whitfords 
Volunteer Sea Rescue Group, amongst other clubs, groups and associations. I would like to take a moment to 
acknowledge their work. Run by volunteers every moment of every day, they serve the northern coastline. Their 
efforts are second to none, and we thank you. Being an avid fisher and diver myself, and recognising that a large 
part of our community enjoy ocean-based sports and recreation, I know that people value the job that you do. Our 
pristine coastline makes Perth a unique tourism destination. The marina will bring people to the area. It will boost 
tourism. It will be well utilised by local residents and the wider public, and provide local employment 
opportunities. 

On another note, Labor has a proven track record when it comes to building public transport and infrastructure. 
We will again see this in action with the construction of the rail line extension to Yanchep as part of Metronet. 

It is true, we, the people of Perth, have an affinity with our cars, and this is going to be something that will be 
difficult to change. But it is something that can be done over time. It is something that governments have been 
aware of for a very long time. Congestion is an ever-increasing issue, and it is one that needs to be addressed. 
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Continuing to increase the ability for people to access quality, reliable and frequent public transport options is just 
one way that we can start to take cars off the roads. 

Joondalup is a dynamic city, but we need multiple city centres in the metropolitan region. This will further ensure 
that people can live and work locally. Timing is very important in the early stages of new developments. Timing 
of key public transport infrastructure projects is fundamental in orchestrating the best integration of a new satellite 
city. We need to ensure that appropriate planning is undertaken, and an example of this is what happened in 
Joondalup. We have a train station in the heart of the city centre that provides a transport link for people to access 
the city centre with ease. Our commitment to provide a rail line to Yanchep is fundamental in terms of timing, as 
that city centre is just beginning to come alive. Extending bus feeder services into the suburbs to provide a faster, 
more efficient way for people to reach the local train station will also get cars off the roads locally. The widening 
of Mitchell Freeway is a consideration that needs to be made, with the construction of three lanes heading south 
from Joondalup Drive to Hepburn Avenue. 

Access to quality health care close to where people live was a pivotal focus in our Putting Patients First policy. 
The northern corridor of Perth for a long time has been considered one of the fastest-growing regions in Australia. 
We need to make sure that the health care needs of everyday Western Australians in the outer suburbs are still 
being met. We have a great hospital in the Joondalup Health Campus, but it is the case that it is at capacity. It has 
the second-busiest emergency department in Australia and needs to grow to keep up with demand. I am particularly 
pleased that a stroke support unit will be located at the Joondalup Health Campus. The clinical services framework 
highlights the need for a tertiary hospital in Joondalup. I am confident that in time that is what the Joondalup 
Health Campus will become. 

We have seen schools struggle over the past two terms. Our children are the leaders of tomorrow and they need 
access to quality education. As a mum with two school-age children, I know the conversations that are happening 
about what the future looks like for our kids. We will equip our schools with teaching staff and give them the tools 
necessary to support our children with the skills they will need to navigate a new and ever-changing employment 
market. Parents are telling me that they are looking forward to education assistants going back into classrooms and 
that our focus on science and coding in schools is well met. Many primary schools in Joondalup are already 
teaching science and coding, and our commitment will provide extra support. On a separate note, I would like to 
acknowledge all the hard work and dedication of parents who have been involved in their local school P&C or 
school boards. I look forward to working with you. 

On the topic of education and employment opportunities, investment in TAFE and ensuring that it is accessible 
and affordable is a statewide issue. Ensuring the North Metropolitan TAFE headquarters remains in Joondalup 
will be important and something that I will advocate for. With youth unemployment rates in the northern suburbs 
at significant levels, we need to make sure that there is a genuine path to employment so that when our young 
people leave school, they can become contributing members of the community. This, in turn, will ensure that we 
build a strong, solid workforce. I do not for a second believe that the high youth unemployment rate is wholly due 
to unwillingness, but it is the case that youth unemployment creates social issues and barriers that are 
wide-reaching—homelessness is an example. 

I had numerous conversations throughout the election campaign with community representatives and I am proud 
of the local projects and local jobs commitments that we were able to make in Joondalup. This will benefit so 
many local groups and organisations, and the wider community, and will also create jobs. 

Participation in community sport will continue to grow in the area with the upgrade of the western side of 
HBF Arena. This will benefit four sporting codes in netball, rugby, little athletics and triathlon. Local sporting 
clubs, the Joondalup Lakers Basketball Club and the Joondalup Women’s Football Club, will receive funds for 
new singlets and jerseys. Support for our Friends of Yellagonga Regional Park environmental group will continue. 
It will receive funds to provide environmental projects, such as seedling planting, clean-up days and bird boxes. 
The Joondalup Men’s Shed will receive a small grant for upgrades to its equipment. With over 180 active 
members, I know that this is welcomed. The Northern Suburbs Stroke Support Group, of which I need to make 
special mention of Sally Allen, will receive a grant for new T-shirts and also for equipment to provide community 
support for stroke victims and their carers. 

Youth Futures WA, a youth support organisation in Joondalup, with CEO Mark Waite, will be able to continue to 
provide much-needed support, with a grant towards its NEST project. I have been aware of the good work of Youth 
Futures for many years, but on hearing about this project, I was pleased to be able to advocate for many young 
mothers and their children who now will be able to receive support. Otherwise at risk of losing their child or 
children to social services, the NEST project works with women to help them begin their lives again, to provide 
support in gaining further education or employment, while teaching them about how to save and plan for their 
futures. 
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The Patricia Giles Centre operates in Joondalup and surrounds, providing assistance and support to victims of 
domestic violence. With the increasing number of people living in the northern suburbs, it is unfortunate that 
demand on services is growing. At the helm is Tillie Prowse who I know has a lot to offer this sector. A grant will 
be provided to assist the women and children and also provide funds for a family holiday camp. I am proud to be 
part of the first government to appoint a Minister for Prevention of Family and Domestic Violence. Several local 
school parents and citizens associations will also be able to invest back into schools with funds provided for things 
like shade sails over playgrounds, smart boards and classroom recourses to mention just a few of the projects that 
will be delivered. The Fathering Project is established in several school communities around the state. One operates 
in Currambine and several other schools in Joondalup would like to implement the program. With the aim of 
promoting positive fathering and providing events and activities for fathers to interact with their children, I look 
forward to seeing these groups flourish. 
I am a member of a number of groups. One is the Joondalup Business and Professional Women’s Association that 
strives to promote equal pay and equal representation for women in the workforce. This is something I strongly 
support and will continue to advocate for. Another group is the Joondalup Rotary Club, a dedicated group that meets 
on a weekly basis. It has solid values and supports projects both locally and internationally. The suburbs will flourish 
and communities will thrive under Labor. Under a Labor government, this will be done in a well-thought-out manner 
that takes into account the current economic and social climates that we need to live in. 
I am the eldest of five children. My father, David, is a small business owner and my mother a spinal trained nurse. 
We have a big family, for sure, but mum is one of nine and dad one of seven children, so this number seems just 
right. Growing up in the northern suburbs, we were just like any other family. Mum and dad worked hard, both 
professionally and with us at home. We were always involved in community sport and activities and for years, 
mum even drove the school bus to excursions. We were all very involved in the family business, helping from 
a very young age, and I played a role in it while studying at university. Dad has a catering and a canvas 
manufacturing business, and today my three brothers all work there with dad. I graduated from the University of 
Notre Dame with a Bachelor of Politics and Law. I enjoyed studying and the interest I found in the political and 
legal systems at high school was furthered at university. Although I am not the first member of Parliament to have 
graduated from that university, I am, to the best of my knowledge, the first female graduate to become a member 
of Parliament. Upon graduating, with a young daughter, I secured part-time employment with the local member 
for Joondalup at the time and really relished the opportunity to interact with the community. I continued in that 
role for the following 10 years for various members of Parliament in the northern suburbs. Here, I developed an 
understanding of the need to participate in the structures that govern our state. Being the forty-first member of the 
government in itself is something that I will cherish, but I will never forget being the thirtieth woman elected to 
the fortieth Parliament. I want to be a strong role model for my daughter—for the young and emerging women of 
today. Woman still face many issues. I am excited to be part of a very diverse and representative Parliament, but 
do not get me wrong—I think we still have some way to go, but we are truly on track to reflecting here, in this 
house, the communities we represent. 
I am proud to be able to show my children that if you set your mind to something, there is no stopping you. If you 
remain true to what you believe, you will achieve it. As a local representative, I see a part of my role to be 
a connector in Joondalup and the northern suburbs more widely. We have an amazing community and by bringing 
people and resources together, we can achieve great things whether it be from interactions with local P&Cs or the 
sharing of information between groups or the residents associations that have chairs who are beginning to meet to 
share ideas. This sense of information flow and sharing of ideas will truly allow us to strive. Such value can be 
achieved by communicating with like-minded individuals and organisations that will then have a flow-on effect 
and benefit for so many. 
I did not take lightly the decision to run for a seat. I have always had a keen interest in the political system and the 
ways in which people are able to interact with it—or fail to be able to do so. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Ms E. HAMILTON: This was reinforced 12 months ago when I was preselected to run for the seat of Joondalup 
and I began getting out and speaking to people on the phones and doorknocking. People were not happy with the 
government. They did not feel like they were being represented and they were not happy with the focus on the 
CBD at the expense of the outer suburbs. I talked to traditional Liberal voters who were giving me their vote. 
People want secure futures, cost-of-living pressures addressed and the knowledge that their children will have 
opportunities. I have a drive and passion that has led me on a path to where I stand today. I have relished the past 
12 months, and I very much look forward to the next four years in this house. This is not a path that I have walked 
by myself and nor would have I got here without the guidance and support of so many, both professionally and 
personally. 
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I do not think there is any way to explain to an 11-year-old daughter and an eight-year-old son, at the time, what 
it means to say you are running for a seat in the WA Parliament. On face value, Mya thought it would be cool to 
have a mum who was a politician, and Ryan thought it would be fun to be able to go to the dining room. They 
thought the car being signed up was embarrassing and that all the corflute in gardens scattered around the electorate 
was funny. However, my children can be deep thinkers, at times, and also be very perceptive and considerate. 
Mya, you are a beautiful young woman. I loved reading your unprompted cards with words of support. Ryan, on 
each and every day of the five days it took for Joondalup to be declared, your “Mum, you’ve got this” comments 
kept me focused. To my children Mya and Ryan, just remember, if you set your mind to something, trust that you 
will get there. I love you. 
To my dad, David, and my mother, Angela, who could not be here today, thank you. The same goes for my four 
brothers and sisters. Family means everything to me, and although not all of you are political in nature, you have 
supported me and my young family in ways I can never thank you enough for. To my close friends who have 
supported me, thank you. To my personal mentor, Liz Prime, your words of encouragement and advice provided 
me with a stability and sense of comfort throughout the months. I want to thank EMILY’s List for supporting me, 
and for all the work it does to ensure women receive representation in our Parliaments. To have an organisation 
that provides not only a mentoring role but also a network of women supporting women ensures that women win, 
and, more than that, the community wins. 
To the members of Parliament who I have worked for, Tony O’Gorman, Ken Travers and Laine McDonald, thank 
you. They carved a path and showed me what it means to be a local representative. To my fellow electorate officers 
who I have worked with over the years, June, Julie, Chris, Emma and Alex, it was great working with all of you. 
To the current MPs who provided me support and kind words of wisdom, thank you. 
A campaign is always run by a dedicated team that contribute so many hours and personal time. To my director, 
Laine, my manager, Alex, my finance manager, Walt, the field team, Marcus and Emily, thank you; words cannot 
express my gratitude. To the WA Labor team, headed by Patrick and Lenda, thank you and congratulations on 
a well-run campaign. To the union movement, United Voice and the Burgundy Wave, thank you. We need to 
continue to ensure that working Western Australians are represented. Now more than ever, with the trend towards 
casualisation of the workforce and underemployment, we need the union movement. Thank you to the unions that 
supported the campaign. 
We built something in Joondalup over the past 12 months. We built a movement of a core group of dedicated 
volunteers who engaged with local residents one on one. They spoke to them about the issues they face and Labor’s 
positive set of policies as an alternative government. The Joondalup Community Action Network will be ever known 
as the engine room of our campaign and I would like to thank each and every person who joined me on the phones, 
the doors, letterboxing and attending community events, and more generally for being active in the community. The 
tireless effort and countless hours that were put into the campaign by volunteers since my preselection last April have 
been second to none, and, with your help, we have done our part in changing the government. Thank you to each and 
every one of you. I wish that I could name you all, but I cannot and I will not because the list is just too long! Thank 
you to the great volunteers without whom I would never have been able to take this seat. It is great to see some of 
you here today. We built something and the groundwork has been laid. I am looking forward to continuing the 
conversations that we started with local residents over the next four years. 
Values that I hold dear are those of equality, fairness and opportunity. I will continue to advocate for and endeavour 
to represent those values. Standing here in this house, the Legislative Assembly of Western Australia, has 
bestowed an innate sense of responsibility to ensure that I advocate for the people of Joondalup and all that that 
entails. I took time to reflect—many days and hours—on what I wanted to say in my inaugural speech. I kept 
coming back to this: be the change you want to see. 
I consider Perth’s northern suburbs the best place to live and I consider Joondalup our home. I look forward to 
working with the community to deliver local jobs and continue the growth. Here, this seat in this house is not to 
be taken for granted. Grassroots level engagement is the cornerstone of our democratic process and that is what 
I strive to represent. Thank you. 
[Applause.] 
MR M.J. FOLKARD (Burns Beach) [3.40 pm]: I take this opportunity to thank and acknowledge the traditional 
owners of the land on which we meet and sit, the Noongar Whadjuk people, and pay my respects to their elders, 
past, present and future. Before I start my reply and introduction to this place, I congratulate the member for Albany 
on his election to Speaker of this place. He was an Australian Olympian in his youth, and he is now the Speaker of 
this Parliament—again, congratulations! I take this opportunity to acknowledge Mr Albert Jacob, the former 
member for Ocean Reef. I wish him and his family all the best for the future. I thank Her Excellency the Governor, 
Kerry Sanderson, AC, for her address to the fortieth Parliament, and I offer this in reply. 
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I am a humble man who understands what a great honour and privilege it is to stand here today, so it is appropriate 
that I tell members something about my journey to this place. My father was a major in the Army and my mother—
may she rest in peace—was a nurse. By virtue of my father’s military service, as a young child my family travelled 
throughout Australia as he was posted to various cities along the east coast. As part of these postings we were 
transferred to Lae in Papua New Guinea. At the time I had two younger brothers. One would go on to be a highly 
successful merchant banker in London; the other would become the chief physical training instructor at the Special 
Air Service. While in New Guinea all our family contracted malaria, which was normal at the time as the illness 
was rife in the area. My mother developed a further complication that led to her developing paranoid schizophrenia 
later in life. My mother’s illness would have a great impact on my life. It was a cause of my parent’s separation, 
and as her illness developed I had to take on a greater role in raising my two younger brothers. That was a challenge 
because at the time I was only 11 years old. 

It was an interesting period for me. My schooling was spasmodic. Months would go by when I looked after mother 
and would not attend school. My attendance was so rare that my absence was never really noticed, although I was 
enrolled in some of the best schools in Perth—Aquinas College, Rossmoyne Senior High School and Christ Church 
Grammar School. The end result was that I could not read and write when I left school. My literacy was of such 
a standard that I could not read even a newspaper. I am not sure to this day whether my father pulled a few strings 
or the military felt sorry for me, but I ended up doing a short hitch in the Army. While serving, I was able to teach 
myself how to read and I developed an insatiable appetite for the written word. On leaving the Army I spent 
a couple of years at night school, learning how to write to an acceptable standard to pass the police entrance exam. 
That was challenging. 

I commenced my policing career in June 1990. I graduated on 24 December 1990 and was posted to Subiaco Police 
Station. I remember working Christmas Day, and while attending my very first police job I became the subject of 
a ministerial complaint. I laugh at it now, but perhaps it was a sign of my future career. The next 27 years was 
spent on the police front line, always in the mud, the blood and the beer. 

I was always in the thick of it. My service took me all over the state. I served in Northam and Eucla, and returned 
to Perth and served in the original vehicle crime unit. During the election campaign, the Labor opposition, now 
the government, spoke of empowering police to be able to force vehicles involved in high-speed pursuits off 
the road. I remember doing that 20 years ago. We were chasing a stolen motorcar along Morley Drive at around 
180 kilometres an hour at 3.00 am. I watched the vehicle sail through the Tonkin Highway intersection at over 
200 kilometres an hour. I remember looking to my partner, who was later killed in a police plane crash, and 
asking, “Why are we doing this?” He responded, “If we don’t keep going, there’s no-one else out here to stop 
them. If we don’t stop them, they’re going to kill someone.” On that night they got away, but a couple of nights 
later we were not on the road and an innocent victim was killed. 

After finishing my time at the vehicle crime unit I went on to serve with the armed robbery squad. I spent the next 
couple of years working in the northern suburbs, before I was seconded to the Australian Federal Police. I served 
in East Timor during the troubles, and I was there for the presidential elections and independence. There is nothing 
like running a multiple homicide investigation with no resources other than a notebook and a pencil in your top 
pocket to teach you how to keep things in perspective. 

On my return to Western Australia I was posted to Kalbarri Police Station as officer in charge. While there, 
I received numerous commendations and was a finalist in the Police Officer of the Year award. I was promoted to 
sergeant and transferred to Wagin Police Station, before returning to Perth. I served at a couple of places in Perth, 
including as senior trainer at the Police Academy and at internal affairs, before finishing my last couple of years 
as a sergeant at Morley Police Station. 

Members may ask what would motivate a police officer with a successful career to make the decision to stand for 
Parliament. It is simple: a couple of years ago I was called to a job. A little old lady was trapped inside her home. 
After not being able to get inside, I forced entry into the address. Once inside, I saw a nonna pointing to a room. 
I followed her direction and found her partner lying on the floor. Realising that the man was critically ill, I dragged 
him from his room and immediately started resuscitation. I was joined a short time later by our fantastic ambulance 
officers, who took over from me. Seeing a loved one being resuscitated is a very frightening thing, and as a result 
of seeing nonna so scared I took her aside and away from the event. I spoke to nonna for about 20 minutes. Through 
her broken language I found out that her husband had complained of minor chest pains the night before, but that 
the last time they went to hospital they waited over eight hours before eventually being sent home. It was because 
of that wait that they made the decision to wait until morning to seek help. Papa did not make it till morning. I was 
so angry and enraged that I had to walk away. Police officers cannot ring ministers of the Crown because it is 
considered a breach of regulations, but I wanted to. As the matter was a health department issue, the police 
command would not have been interested. It was not the first time I had encountered adverse situations created by 
poor government. The decisions we make in this house have real consequences that affect real people, and 
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sometimes it is life and death. We must never forget that. If I had continued to sit on the fence, I would have ended 
up with a sore behind. As a result, I vowed I would do whatever I could never to be in that position again, and here 
I am. 

I want to talk about the domestic violence that I have seen and intervened in so often over the years and that is 
fresh in my mind, including some very recent homicides that I could not talk about to the Legislative Assembly 
without becoming emotional. This issue is raw with me. I feel compelled to evidence and criticise our courts for 
their impotence, the Western Australia Police for its attitude towards domestic violence, and the incompetence of 
the Department for Child Protection and Family Support for its betrayal of the women and children of our 
community. However, I feel that today is not the time for this conversation, as I would never want to stand behind 
parliamentary privilege to hide my criticisms. I feel this would be cowardice and not show due respect to the brave 
victims of domestic violence. But I will not shy away from this issue and I will continue to work hard to rid our 
state of this horrible scourge. 

I wish to raise the matter of post-traumatic stress in our first responders. Over many years of service I have seen 
many close friends crippled by this affliction. During the election campaign, a friend and colleague of mine felt 
the need to take her own life. I will not particularise the circumstance but I can assure members I do not know 
a police colleague who has seen the service that I have seen and not been afflicted by this hideous condition. As 
recently as five years ago, the Commissioner of Police refused to acknowledge that his workforce was troubled by 
PTSD. I note that St John Ambulance and our fire services have had a similar uncaring attitude to their employees. 
I have the condition and would not wish it upon anybody. I find it difficult to go to the funerals of colleagues who 
have suffered from PTSD because there have been just too many. I am the lucky one, because I am comfortable 
talking about it, but there are many other first responders who are not. It is for them that I raise this issue in this 
house. We are indebted to these individuals, because they do our biddings, but at a great cost to themselves and 
their families. We as a community have an expectation that our first responders will go into harm’s way for our 
safety. They do that without hesitation and without question, time and again. But there is a price that our first 
responders pay. It does not matter whether they are a firefighter, a copper, a paramedic or a State Emergency 
Services volunteer—all of them in time will succumb. 

So, what do we do? It is my belief that we need to develop an institution of mental health excellence to help treat 
our injured workers. Just as importantly, we need to undertake research into the illness so that our heroes can gain 
some normality in life and excellence in treatment. We also need to compensate the injury, because PTSD is an 
injury. The World Health Organization recognises that having PTSD is the equivalent of having a physical injury 
that leaves a person paraplegic. I have witnessed this and I agree with the analogy. We need to keep in mind that 
this illness is in some ways like an illness of addiction, in that we never completely recover from it, but we learn 
to manage and develop strategies within ourselves to deal with the dark days. The worst thing about this illness is 
the hidden cost—the price the loved ones, the families, and those who care most about their family members, pay. 
How can we quantify a price or put a value on the broken families, the divorces, and those who have taken their 
lives? Lastly, we need to accept these individuals as a part of our workplace. We need to accept them for who they 
are, not what they have become. They are heroes. We must not walk away from them. 

I have another passion that I must air in this place, and that is our state’s road toll. Over the last three decades, 
I have witnessed the growing tragedy occurring on our roads within our great state. I have attended too many fatal 
crash scenes; I have gone to too many homes to do the death knock; and I have told too many mums and dads that 
their sons and daughters will not be coming home. There are perhaps others in this Assembly who have had the 
misfortune to do this, and to them I give my nod in respect, for they know what a dark day is. 

To illustrate my argument, I will go back only for the last 10 years. In 2006, 201 persons were killed on our roads. 
In 2007, it was 235; in 2008, it was 205; in 2009, it was 191; in 2010, it was 192; in 2011, it was 179; in 2012, it 
was 183; in 2013, it was 161; in 2014, it was 182; in 2015, it was 161; and, last year, it was 195. That is a total of 
1 885 people killed on our roads in the last 10 years. Put in stark terms, our road toll is greater than the sum of all 
Australian deaths in the Korean, Vietnam and Afghanistan wars combined. Western Australia’s road toll is greater 
than that of Kenya, a Third World country. I cannot begin to understand and quantify the human cost and the pain 
and suffering the families have gone through, but I have seen the tears in their eyes, and worse. 

I have read many studies to try to understand what the financial cost to our community is. Some of these studies 
estimate the cost of a single road death at between $2 million and $15 million. In my view, the most credible 
studies tend to put the cost at around $8 million per death. Based on this, the cost to Western Australia for last 
year’s road toll was over $1.5 billion. This figure is tripled to $4.5 billion if we include those who are totally and 
permanently incapacitated. In this fiscally challenging time, it is unconscionable that the profile of our road carnage 
is not higher in our community safety agendas and priorities. 
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I know from personal experience that there are four main causes of our road toll. They are the poor condition of 
our roads; the poor training of our young drivers and road users; poor legislation; and poor police doctrine and 
enforcement, whereby an electronic infringement carries more value than direct officer interactions. When it comes 
to our country roads, 80 per cent of fatalities could be stopped if the road verges were cleared of vegetation three 
grader blades from the carriageway. To put it simply, if a car runs off the road, hits a tree or rolls over, a person 
dies. Clearing the road verges reduces the deaths. It is not hard. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr M.J. FOLKARD: Most of our country roads are the responsibility of local government. We as a state 
government have a responsibility, might I suggest, to develop creative, imaginative and secure revenue streams to 
local government that are quarantined. Some of these creative ideas could possibly be a levy on vehicle 
registrations or drivers’ licences; or, more controversially, we could consider allowing fixed speed cameras, 
Multanova cameras and point-to-point speed measuring devices and quarantine the revenue from them for road 
maintenance or for re-engineering the roads so that they are safer. Some would say that is revenue raising. I would 
say yes, absolutely it is. However, if it saves one life, it is a small price to pay. Some in Parliament would say we 
should use the road trauma trust fund. There are numerous mentions in Hansard about the lack of use of these 
funds. At what point did our road toll have to get to before those funds would be used? I look to the previous 
government and say nothing. 
When it comes to our young drivers, there is not a professional first responder who does not believe that having 
parents teach kids to drive is a flawed process. Effectively, we are allowing poor drivers to teach our young drivers 
their poor habits. A significant proportion of our road toll is made up of individuals who are under the age of 25, 
and the majority of them have been taught by their parents. Our current system relies on a learner driver sitting 
a test, doing 25 hours of supervised driving, sitting a second test and passing it, and doing another 25 hours of 
supervised driving. That basically means we are giving kids 50 hours of driving supervised by unqualified driving 
instructors who cannot necessarily drive well themselves. Again, if poor drivers reinforce poor driving habits to 
young, impressionable youth, we are setting our kids up to join the road toll. I believe that if our children received 
40 hours of proper driver instruction by qualified driving instructors we would see a significant reduction in the 
youth road toll. Some members in this house will decry the cost. My question to them is simple: what is a minor 
increase in the cost of proper driver education verses the death of a child? If that is too personal, look at the 
$1.5 billion that last year’s deaths on Western Australian roads cost our community. The cost of the carnage on 
our roads alone during last year’s Labour Day long weekend was $80 million. When is this going to stop? 
In conclusion, I would like to thank the following people. I thank my fantastic wife; our daughter, Jillian, and our 
son, Adrian; my great and unwavering stepmum, Leslie Folkard, and my father, Michael Folkard; my 
father-in-law, Graham Cook, and my brothers, Stewart and Brett. Without their tireless support, I would not be 
here today. 
I would like to thank the electors of Burns Beach. I have one aim in this Parliament; that is, to be the best local 
member for my constituents and to represent them, no matter what their background, to the best of my ability and 
for the benefit of the community. 
I would like to thank the Australian Manufacturing Workers’ Union and its members, organisers and staff for their 
support during the election campaign. I thank the Construction, Forestry, Mining and Energy Union for its 
contribution. I thank the Australian Labor Party for having faith in me. I also thank Robert Knox, my campaign 
manager; Rebecca Doyle and Jake Whitley, my field organisers; and Rory Cummings and Sue and Kim Young 
who formed my campaign team. I would further like to thank Senator Louise Pratt; Anne Aly, MP; and 
Ken Travers and Martin Pritchard, MLC, for their support and advice. I thank my volunteers, who are too 
numerous to list. I would like to thank Steve McCartney, state secretary of the AMWU, for his belief in me and 
for his friendship, and Jon Ford and Sally Talbot, MLC. Jon and Sally were a steadying hand throughout the recent 
election campaign and they have become my mentors and dear friends. I cannot thank them enough. Finally, to 
my dear mates Matt, Snowy, Dave, Glenn, Louie, Cheryl, Michelle, Tennille and Pete, take care and may your 
God go with you. 
[Applause.] 
MR M. HUGHES (Kalamunda) [4.03 pm]: I acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on which we are 
meeting today and of my electorate, the Whadjuk people of the Noongar nation, and pay tribute to their elders past 
and present. I wish to extend my congratulations to the member for Albany on his election to the position of 
Speaker and to you, Madam Deputy Speaker, and extend congratulations to members from both sides of the house 
on their election to this fortieth Parliament. I thank the people of the electorate of Kalamunda for supporting the 
Western Australian Labor Party’s promise during the state election of a fresh approach, and in electing me as their 
member in the Legislative Assembly. It is an honour and a privilege to be standing in this place. I will do my 
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utmost to ensure that I live up to the trust placed in me as the people’s representative and reiterate my pledge to 
work hard for all people in the Kalamunda electorate. I succeed Hon John Day, MLA, who held Darling Range, 
as it was when he first came into this place, from 1993 to 2008 and then the seat of Kalamunda from 2008 to 2017. 
This is a significant period of continuous parliamentary service and in my capacity as his successor it is fitting to 
acknowledge his significant contribution in public life both as a member of the Legislative Assembly and as 
a minister across a range of portfolios. I wish him well in his future endeavours. 
As members will be aware, the electorate of Kalamunda, through its various iterations from 1974 to 1989 and from 
its re-establishment in 2008, has never returned a Labor MLA—until 2017 that is! I am deeply appreciative of the 
commitment and work of the grassroots members of the Zig-Zag branch of the WA Labor Party, some of whom 
are here this afternoon. Over decades, they have remained steadfast and determined to represent Labor’s values in 
the community, providing the base from which my campaign team was able to establish its 2017 election campaign. 
It is the hard work of the branch members, in combination with the efforts of many other supporters and volunteers 
in a crazily concentrated three-month period, that has resulted in me standing to deliver my inaugural speech this 
afternoon. 

The Western Australian Labor victory in seats such as Kalamunda cannot be simply attributed to “it was time”. It 
was not simply that the Liberal–National government had held office since 2008 nor that it was tired and in 
disarray. From its performance in opposition, disarray seems to have followed it to the opposition benches! Its 
approach towards people became increasingly arrogant and distant. Post the 2013 election, its record was a litany 
of broken promises. I know that many traditional Liberal voters in Kalamunda made decisions at the 2017 general 
election to support Western Australian Labor, because they told me so at every opportunity during the campaign. 
They were tired of being taken for granted, they were tired of a lack of action to tackle a range of issues in the 
electorate and they were tired of what they saw as the government’s gross mismanagement of the state’s finances. 
The previous government and the local member were seen to have become increasingly cavalier and disconnected 
from the needs and concerns of the community. Our contract on the government benches is to honestly seek to 
fulfil the promises made before and during the election campaign. The government values its trust with the people 
and will not squander it. My personal contract is with the 29 906 Kalamunda electors and their families to be their 
strong voice in this Parliament with the new government, advocating for the resolution of issues that were brought 
to my attention as a Western Australian Labor candidate, and now as a member of this fortieth Parliament to 
contribute to the good governance of the state as a whole. 

The local issues that were left untouched were many. There are too many for me to offer in detail this afternoon, 
but they include the complete lack of available high-needs aged care and the need to ensure that our fellow citizens 
who benefit from the National Disability Insurance Scheme are not disadvantaged by the WA NDIS agreement. 
Asbestos-contaminated sites litter the electorate and there are concerns from parents about the requirement for the 
rigorous management of asbestos in older school buildings. Other local issues include community safety, police 
response times and crime prevention; clarity about the continuing services to be provided by Kalamunda Hospital 
and plans for its future; a complete response to the recommendations of the Ferguson report and the need for 
a comprehensive hills and rural fire strategy; the poor state of the fabric of many of our public schools; the 
metropolitan region scheme processes used for determining scheme amendments, including the role of local 
government; environmental conservation, urbanisation and the proposed green growth plan; the need for improved 
public transport service routes across the hills and foothills; and, not least, the human health concerns related to 
water quality and greenhouse gas emissions posed by the licensing of unconventional gas extraction by fracking, 
should it be allowed to proceed. There is much to keep me busy for the next four years. 

The electorate includes parts of the City of Gosnells, the Shire of Kalamunda and the Shire of Mundaring. In the 
changes brought by the Western Australian Electoral Commission in 2015, the electorate lost parts of Maddington 
and Forrestfield to the west and south west, and gained Hovea, Parkerville, Mahogany Creek, Glen Forrest, 
Stoneville and part of Mundaring. I have lived in Darlington in the Kalamunda electorate for the last 15 years. 
I love the place, its tranquillity, its history, and the particular village residential lifestyle that it affords. Darlington 
shares much in common with the communities across the electorate, but each has a distinct character and flavour 
that the communities wish to enhance and are determined to preserve. 

I came to Australia in 1979, to Fremantle, following the members of my immediate family some eight years after 
they had migrated to Australia. I was born in 1950 into a relatively poor family in socioeconomic terms in postwar 
Britain in the industrial part of Lancashire. We lived on a council housing estate. For most of my childhood and 
into my teenage years, our family of three girls and four boys depended on our mother as a sole parent. The two 
eldest boys, my half-brothers, left school early at the ages of 14 and 15 respectively. Stanley was apprenticed in 
an iron foundry, and John started work on the railways. Both, in their youth, helped to keep food on the table and 
a reasonable roof over our heads. 
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Although my father, whom my mother partnered after her first husband’s death, was not an entirely absent 
figure during my childhood and adolescence, he did not live with us and contributed little to our upbringing. 
The little money that came in each week was expended in that week and there was no room for savings. I have 
a distinct recollection as a five or six-year-old of hiding under the stairs with my mother and younger sisters 
and brother and having to be very quiet as the rent man knocked and needed to be avoided. But we coped and 
were no different from many families who struggled to manage at that time. In this context, the schools that 
I attended and my teachers were strong and important influences in my life that enabled me to marshal my 
modest abilities and to contemplate a tertiary education. It was the culture of Egerton Park Secondary Modern 
School, which largely served the council housing estate on which I lived, and the vision, encouragement and 
prompting of Norman Williams, the headmaster, in the period from 1961 to 1966, that opened up the 
possibilities for me to proceed into the sixth form at the nearby selective Audenshaw Grammar School, where 
I completed my A levels, whereas joining the workforce at the end of the compulsory years of schooling was 
the general rule for my peers. 

Mr Williams introduced O level courses into Egerton Park because he recognised that in his non-selective 
secondary school, many capable students were missed by the selection process at the age of 11 years. As a result, 
he provided the option, encouragement and support for his pupils to contemplate tertiary education. Without out 
his vision for his school, my life story would have been quite different. He recognised our disadvantage and used 
his energy to enable his pupils to see a range of possibilities for their futures and gave us the means to realise them. 
It was his passion and commitment to improving the lot of his pupils that helped shape my view of the world. He 
gave me options denied to my older brothers and sisters, and I knew I wanted to be a teacher like him. I know that 
as a principal he has been my role model. 

I began teaching in 1974 at Fernley High School, Melton Mowbray, and then moved to King Edward VII Upper 
School in the same town the next year. Both were part of the Leicestershire plan that had brought in a system of 
non-selective comprehensive schools. My first school in Western Australia was the Foothills School, Guildford, 
which in the 1980s had an enrolment of 120 students in years 8 to 12, but sadly no longer exists. It was established 
by Hugh Thompson, the founding coordinator, at the behest of a group of families in the hills and foothills who 
found their children not readily catered for by the local schools. Some were very bright but oddly eccentric, some 
had degrees of intellectual and/or physical disability and some were simply badly behaved. One student, I learned 
in my first week, had been expelled from their previous school because they had set fire to a classroom. 

I started as an English teacher, but over the years expanded my talents to teaching woodwork, cooking, running 
and physical education classes, driving the school bus and eventually running the outdoor pursuit and wilderness 
survival camp for year 10 students. By the end of 1979, there had been a steady turnover of staff, including the 
acting coordinator, and I was approached by the chair of the school council to see whether I would take on this 
stupendous role. I agreed on one condition—that I be allowed to stay in the position, warts and all, for two years. 
I ended up staying for nearly 11 years, leading a team of 10 multi-tasking, very capable teachers. The few 
disagreements amongst students were resolved by peer mediation and the use of what we called the house 
meeting—similar to this—where serious matters could be resolved. The calling of a house meeting took 
precedence over all other activity and, remarkably, they were called infrequently. The result was that in the school, 
students developed a close connection with one another, developing both self-reliance and acceptance of self and 
difference in others and the ability to engage with their studies sufficiently well to succeed when previously they 
had not. Those connections have endured for many and I, now a very old man, attend the annual gatherings where 
I swap stories with men and women, many of whom are now in their 50s. 

My life was enriched by the experience and I developed skills of personnel management and leadership that I was 
able to translate into a larger and quite different context at John Septimus Roe Anglican Community School, where 
I must have got something right because I remained employed there for 21 years. In a nutshell, I learned that 
leadership, to be successful, must permeate through a school with a vision and set of values shared and understood 
by all the staff, students and parents, and that every member of the community is in fact a leader and that we do 
not abrogate responsibility for actions simply by following others. The education of a child is the shared 
responsibility of all the adults who come into contact with the child. The curriculum in that respect is the sum total 
of the child’s experiences. Above all, education is about social engagement and understanding that in “you” I see 
“me” and understanding that “I” am “me” because “you” exist, and that without the other, there is no self. As 
Bishop Tutu puts it — 

We don’t come fully formed into the world. We learn how to think, how to walk, how to speak, how to 
behave, indeed how to be … human beings in order to be human. We are made for togetherness … to 
exist in a tender network of interdependence. 
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There is an African concept that captures this sense of interrelated togetherness of individuals in community. 
“Ubuntu” means “I am because you are”. These ideas have steered me as a principal and have informed all the 
decisions that I have taken with my students, parents, teachers and support staff in the development of John Septimus 
Roe, with pastoral care at its centre and the wild celebration of diversity in our common humanity. 

I became politically aware as a 14-year-old. It was the 1964 UK election and Harold Wilson’s emphasis on increasing 
opportunity within society, particularly through change and expansion within the education system, crystallised for 
me the evident role that governments could and should and must have in driving social change. It was then that Labour 
values and the Labour Party resonated with me. It was, for want of a better description, my light on my hill. I saw, as 
a 14-year-old, that it had been the expansion of the welfare state under the immediate postwar Labour government 
that had radically altered the prospects for the poor, including mine. I came to the view that the Labour Party was the 
party of progressive politics, dedicated to the common good and alleviating disadvantage arising from inequality of 
opportunity. Fifty-three years on, I have had no reason to change that view. 

The expanded welfare state in the immediate postwar years and beyond gave me, amongst other social and 
economic benefits, access to free tertiary education and a student grant to meet my living expenses. In 1968, this 
support enabled me to embark on an education degree through the University of Leicester despite my mother’s 
lack of means. Between 1964 and 1970, Labour enacted a number of major social changes, including the 
liberalisation of laws on censorship, divorce, homosexuality, immigration and abortion, and the abolition of capital 
punishment.  
What was true of my experience in the United Kingdom had been true of my experience in Australia. It is the 
labour movement, the trade unions and the Labor Party that provide the engine room and agency for progressive 
change for the betterment of the common good. Labor is the architect of Medicare, the superannuation guarantee 
scheme, the Gonski funding reforms of our schools and, most recently, the National Disability Insurance Scheme. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Mr M. HUGHES: These are major Labor initiatives that have improved people’s quality of life, improved 
people’s security in retirement, and expanded access and opportunity in our community. By contrast, the 
conservative side of politics resists such measures. It is the labour movement and the Labor Party that seeks to 
protect conditions of employment and wages while the other side seeks to weaken them. Labor is the party of 
compassion and a fair go for all, believing that all people are created equal in their entitlement to dignity and 
respect and should have an equal chance to reach their potential. Words such as “lifters” and “leaners”, language 
that seeks to separate and denigrate, are not part of the Labor lexicon. The Western Australian government has 
a crucial role in bringing about fairness. Social justice is at the core of Labor’s values. It is in our party’s DNA. 
We believe we should work together as a community to use the instruments of government to channel the resources 
of the state to help alleviate suffering and hardship and to address exclusion and disadvantage. We do not need to 
be dragged to that view. 
My modest roots are an important part of what makes me who I am and I do not forget those whose circumstances 
are less fortunate than mine are now. I appreciate that my schooling and the influences of a caring and dedicated 
group of teachers, coupled with the direct intervention of government in the form of the welfare state, enabled me 
to have a broader set of choices in what I could do with my life than were available to my older brothers, my older 
sister and my mother. That is what I aspire to provide for all those who through the accident of birth find themselves 
materially impoverished, marginalised and excluded. Ms Deputy Speaker, we know that despite the affluence and 
opportunity afforded the majority of people in our state, far too many of our children are born into intergenerational 
disadvantage. We know that the gap between the advantaged and the disadvantaged is widening. For many of our 
children, sadly, theirs is not a lucky country. Our responsibility as decision-makers in this place is always to 
remember them and to want to make a difference for them. 
What did I stand for in this election? I want a better future for all our families than was promised by the previous 
government. I want a state government that is responsive to the needs of all Western Australians. Christine and 
I have six adult children—some of them are here this evening—and eight grandchildren. They are young people 
with young families. We are acutely aware of the pressures placed on families and the cuts to and underfunding of 
essential services by the previous Liberal-National government. The McGowan Western Australian Labor 
government has a solid plan promising a solid future for the people of our state. It is a plan that focuses on 
Western Australia being a modern inclusive society where each Western Australian is treated equally and afforded 
the same access to services and opportunities in health, where patients are put before profit, and in education, 
where our teachers and education assistants are valued. Above all, Western Australians deserve Western Australia 
Labor’s plan for jobs, for reducing unemployment and for dealing with the economic challenges now facing the 
state. Labor is already realising its plan to diversify the economy with its sharp focus on local jobs for local people, 
where local manufacturing will be driven through the stimulus of a fully-funded Metronet and the establishment 
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of Defence West, where tourism will be promoted through Brand WA and where we look to growing our export 
share into Asia. Members of the opposition, this is a promising, bright future. 
I believe that good schools are the key to bringing about social change. For disadvantaged children, their schools 
and their teachers provide what may well be the only stabilising influence in their lives. Good schools are 
well-resourced schools. The relocation of the state’s academic selective school to the CBD is an exciting project. 
I hope that in years to come, we can look to ways of creating a means by which students attending the school come 
from a broader range of socio-economic backgrounds than is currently the case. At the moment it is a leafy 
suburbs’ place of indulgence. I want kids from Lockridge, Balga and Midland to go there. I want kids from council 
housing estates to go there, not just those who can be driven there in Daimlers and the like. 
Schools generally and, with them, the schools in my electorate, were sadly neglected by the previous government, 
which cut a total of $203 million from primary and high school budgets and 1 455 jobs from education—I want to 
keep reminding opposition members of that—including essential education assistants in schools. Promises were 
made in the 2013 election campaign by the Liberal–National parties to improve or replace school buildings, but 
these were then broken and we were told this was just part and parcel of electioneering—I think I heard someone 
say! Promises were daringly repeated in the 2017 election campaign using the sale of Western Power to fund them. 
In contrast, Western Australian Labor will invest in education and provide more one-on-one attention for children. 
WA Labor will do this by putting 300 education assistants, 500 Aboriginal and Islander education officers and an 
additional 120 teachers back into WA schools where they should be. 

The sterling work of our teachers in the special education centre in Kalamunda—I know that the member for 
Cottesloe has seen it—that enrols students from across Kalamunda and adjoining electorates is impeded by less 
than adequate facilities. Co-located at Kalamunda Senior High School, our teachers of students with special needs 
and their support staff are limited by inadequate accommodation spread over three levels of the school and with 
teacher preparation areas established in corridor space. This is simply not good enough. Lesmurdie Primary School 
and Walliston Primary School are two schools in similar need of care and attention. 

My electorate knows that funds are tight and that not everything can be done in a single term of government. But, 
as we invest in the operational costs of schooling through the needs-based funding given to us by Gonski, equally 
each of our children and their teachers deserve up-to-date and well-maintained facilities. I believe that the 
McGowan Labor government will do all it can in the current circumstances to support our schools in their essential 
work in community building and opening up opportunities for all children, but especially for those with disabilities. 
I think I have six minutes left. I will keep going. 

People want to continue to live and be supported in retirement and old age in the communities where they have 
made their homes and where they can be supported by their families. The provision of additional appropriately 
located aged-care facilities in the electorate has been an unmet need for the last 30 years. Specifically, there is 
growing requirement for high-needs care. The resolution of this issue is the top priority for me and I pledge to the 
aged in the electorate that I will prosecute this vigorously. Importantly, there needs to be a coordinated, planned 
approach to the adequate provision of aged care across the East Metropolitan Region as a whole involving the 
three levels of government in a collaborative process to facilitate both commercial and not-for-profit providers to 
address the changing needs of an ageing population and to deliver these much needed services to the community. 

My predecessor was responsible as the Minister for Planning for the “Perth and Peel Green Growth Plan for 
3.5 million”. I want to say this about the green growth plan: although it appears attractive, I suggest it needs much 
more work as it appears as though there will be a net loss of 90 000 hectares of land earmarked for conservation 
in the system six report and the Bush Forever plan handed over for development. Estimates would indicate that 
the green growth plan, as it stands, proposes to protect a mere three per cent of the original wetlands system, 80 per 
cent of which has been lost since European settlement. 

I wish to end, though, as I began by extending my sincere thanks to the host of volunteers and families who assisted 
in the campaign. Ours was a very short three-month campaign from Saturday, 3 December 2016 to 11 March 2017. 
I wish to thank particularly Hon Dave Kelly, my astute campaign director; Zita Pal, my determined campaign 
manager; and Alan McCallum, my long-suffering field organiser, for their consummate hard work and combined 
efforts in the face of other competing demands on their time. On the ground we were enthusiastically supported 
by the Zig Zag branch members. I wish to mention in particular Howard Watts, Chris Brown, John Walker, Marcia 
Maher, Jess Cunnold and James Martin, who provided the core of our relatively small but effective campaign. 
I am also very indebted to the extraordinary support provided by Patrick Gorman and the central campaign team, 
by the broad membership of the trade union movement, but particularly Carolyn Smith and United Voice for their 
practical contribution to the campaign for Kalamunda and for their great moral support. 

I would especially thank our children, Jacob, Amy, Liam, Esther, Carla and Niall and his wife, Natalie; their 
friends, Annika and Luke Lowery; my sister Susan and brother-in-law Keith Mann; and my niece Lisa and 
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nephews James and David for their strong support. I would also like to extend my thanks to my friends and former 
colleagues Dr Ken Evans and David Hill who willingly supported me. I am especially grateful for the support and 
encouragement of my wife, Christine, and her wise counsel throughout the campaign and who, despite undergoing 
major surgery in the weeks before 11 March, was out before and on election day setting up the coordinated support 
for booth workers. I am constantly amazed by her tenacity, resilience and capacity for downright hard work. 
Together, my family and team Kalamunda did the impossible, and here I am. 

In conclusion, the new Labor Government has much to do to restore faith in the government of this state. It has 
made an excellent and purposeful start under the strong leadership of Mark McGowan, and I am humbled to have 
been given the opportunity to contribute to the good governance of our state. I relish the opportunity to continue 
actively to engage and work closely with the communities in my electorate that have long felt neglected and have 
had their needs under-represented. The people of the electorate of Kalamunda have deserved a new approach, have 
been promised a fresh approach, and they can rest assured that they will get one. 

[Applause.] 

MR R.R. WHITBY (Baldivis — Parliamentary Secretary) [4.33 pm]: Madam Deputy Speaker, congratulations 
on your new position. I also congratulate the new Speaker on his ascendency to high office. If experience in 
disrupting the proceedings of this house are a prerequisite, then I am sure he is very qualified! 

I acknowledge the traditional owners of the land on which this Parliament meets. 

The first thing I would like to do as a new member of this Parliament is to thank the people of Baldivis who put 
me here. Thank you to the electorate of Baldivis for its faith and trust. It is my job to work as hard as I possibly 
can to serve their interests. I am thrilled to be part of such a wonderful community and to do my bit to make it an 
even better place to live. In a moment, I will detail the great qualities, promises and challenges that face this 
growing electorate, but my journey here has been long—almost nine years and three state elections. However, it 
goes back further than that, to my earliest memory of politics in the lounge room of my parents’ housing 
commission home in Balga, on a warm December evening in 1972, as I watched Gough Whitlam’s election as 
Prime Minister on a black and white television. Even as an eight-year-old I could tell change was in the air in 
Wardlow Way that night—change, potential and hope. That awareness of the potential of politics for positive 
change has stayed with me ever since and it has helped steer me towards this moment, ready to represent one of 
the fastest growing urban communities in Australia. 

I want to thank the many people who contributed so much time, energy and passion to the Baldivis campaign. In 
particular, I want to thank my campaign director, Paul Papalia, and campaign manager, Karina Graham, who 
constantly reminded me that it was the candidate’s job “to shut up and do as you’re told.” Thank you, too, to 
federal member for Brand, Madeleine King; Sonia Morton; Dragana Flynn; Mark Foott; Robert Nikolic; Alannah 
Wilson; Linda Gordon; Barry Wilders; John and Peggy Cotter; Owen Farmer; and all the members of the Baldivis, 
Rockingham, Warnbro and Kwinana branches of the Australian Labor Party. I only wish I had the time to name 
them all. 

Thank you, supporters and friends from both sides of politics who worked so generously to help achieve our 
victory. Thank you, Patrick Gorman, Lenda Oshalem and the hardworking team at party office. To quote one of 
my far from generous former colleagues of the fifth estate—it was not Geof—I was the two-time loser, third-time 
lucky; therefore, may I take a moment to also thank some of those who helped me in earlier campaigns. They are 
Fred Ward, a life member of the Australian Labor Party; Glen Bennet; Ron Ierace; Charlie McGettigan; Fran 
Hickling; and all the “Morley Mob”—thank you too. If ever you need reminding of the basic decency at the core 
of the Australian Labor Party, look no further than these people. They are everyday members and supporters: 
Western Australians who believe in our state, its people and its future. 

I also want to thank my old boss and colleagues at the office of the Leader of the Opposition. I am happy to say 
they are still my boss and colleagues although with more impressive titles: Mark McGowan, Guy Houston, 
Jo Gaines, Daniel Patorelli and Jamie McDonald, to name too few of this hard-working and committed bunch. 

Thank you, too, to my friends and supporters in the union movement. I joined the union representing my craft at 
18 and was a member for more than 30 years. I know the union movement is a force for good in our community, 
with its key role of making our state and nation a fairer and more compassionate society. 

Normally, members acknowledge the contribution of the members they replace, but in my case there is not one. 
I can, however, thank those members who have ably represented parts of this new electorate. The members for 
Kwinana, Warnbro and Rockingham did their bit in serving parts of the electorate over the many years and they 
will be a tough act to follow. 
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Baldivis is a new seat created by the sheer force of growth; it is an inevitability of democracy. Unlike in the other 
place, its creation was a response to the requirement for fair and balanced representation. The electorate takes its 
name from three ships that delivered group settlers from the United Kingdom to the district in the 1920s—the 
Balranald, the Diogenes and the Jervis Bay—although there is some conjecture among local historians that the 
second ship may have been the Bendigo. Not long ago, Baldivis was little more than small rural holdings and horse 
properties. Today, our newest state electorate is a thriving string of fresh new suburbs. From Bertram, tucked under 
Thomas Road in the north, down through the village community of Wellard and south to an ever-expanding and 
vibrant Baldivis. To the east, there are parts of established Leda; Cooloongup or Woodbridge; and Waikiki. 

The people of the Baldivis electorate are hardworking and aspirational. They are not afraid of having a go to get 
ahead. Many have come from around the world—from the United Kingdom, New Zealand, India, South Africa, 
the Philippines and dozens of other countries. They bring with them a rich diversity of culture and experience. The 
electorate of Baldivis is also home to many defence personnel and their families who serve at HMAS Stirling or 
on ships home ported there. It is not for nothing that Baldivis is referred to as “Nappy Valley”, with a large 
proportion of young families with young kids. The people of Baldivis value education and the role it plays in 
securing a future for their children. The provision of schools and the maintenance of a quality education is a key 
issue for our community. 

Quality infrastructure, including public transport and roads, is also crucial. Sitting for hours in traffic each week 
has a major impact on quality of life. I am grateful to see that this issue is being addressed by the new 
McGowan Labor government. I look forward to seeing the completion of the $49 million widening of 
Kwinana Freeway northbound lanes between Russell Road and Roe Highway. 
There are other infrastructure concerns. In 2017, mobile phone coverage and the internet are as necessary a utility 
as power and water, yet parts of the Baldivis electorate suffer mobile and internet connections worse than some 
Third World nations. This has a huge impact on local businesses and families. Although it is a federal issue, it is 
a local priority, and this must be fixed. 
Like communities across our state, the Baldivis electorate is not immune to other challenges. Unemployment has 
many families struggling to cope, and we have a higher-than-average rate of mortgage repossession. The curse of 
meth addiction is not unknown to us, nor is the often-linked issue of mental health. These are challenges that touch 
every corner of our state. I know our new government is committed to tackling them. But the future for Baldivis 
is one of hope and opportunity. We have so much—aspirational families, bright young kids, professionals and 
business owners prepared to have a go, hardworking families and community-minded residents. Baldivis can and 
should play its part in the creation of a more diverse Western Australian economy with new jobs close to where 
people live. This involves development and growth, balanced with the conservation of a rich natural environment 
of native bushland and open spaces. 
A new suburb with challenges and opportunities is something I grew up with. I was raised in Balga in the early 
seventies at the very edge of Perth. I know about the challenges of transport, schools, hospitals, health care, 
sporting and community facilities, and social connection and engagement. I went to school at North Balga Primary 
and Greenwood Senior High School. I know the importance of a good education, no matter where you live or 
which school you go to. I know that a decent education can help a boy from Balga achieve his ambition of 
becoming a journalist with a career that began at the South Western Times in Bunbury, to the ABC, Channel Nine 
and finally, a 20-year stint in the newsroom at Channel Seven—a great place, with great people and a great culture. 
My parents, Ray and Lyn Whitby, had a wholesale and retail business, and, at one stage, even a Fremantle pub. 
I know the challenges facing the self-employed and small business owners who work hard, employ staff and take 
on risk for reward. I got my political education around the kitchen table of my grandparents’ East Victoria Park 
home. My grandfather Bill Whitby was old-school working class. His Labor represented the sensible centre of fair 
pay, fair conditions, fair go—and opportunity for all. If you need a hand, you should get it. If you work hard and 
succeed, good on you! These are my core beliefs today. 
Social demographics have shifted since my grandfather’s day. The nature of work is changing. Blue collar jobs 
are giving way to white, service industries are expanding, more workers are self-employed or contractors, and 
fewer Western Australians belong to a union. The challenge for our party today is to keep pursuing progress, 
especially for those who need it most, while holding the middle ground. This is not a repudiation of where we have 
come from; it is the reality of where we are. A fair go for all has lifted many sons and daughters of the working 
class into the middle class and professionalism. We should embrace this constituency because with their support 
we are better able to assist those on low incomes who face the greatest personal and financial challenges. I believe 
in the common decency of Western Australians who genuinely want to see battlers get ahead. I believe the last 
thing Western Australia wants to see is the American disease of a shrinking middle class and a growing army of 
working poor. Postwar prosperity was fuelled by a growing middle class, not a shrinking one. 
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I do not believe there is a better place on earth than Western Australia, both for what we are and for what we can 
be. I believe Western Australia’s future is playing a greater role in the life of our nation. I reject notions of 
secession. I am a republican and believe in gentle evolutionary transition, rather than jarring revolutionary change. 
I see an Australian republic as inevitable for a modern, advanced, progressive state and nation. I respect and admire 
the Queen. I think the latest generation of royals are doing a fine job. But I hope there will come a day in my 
lifetime when Western Australia will proudly become part of the republic of Australia with our very own 
Australian head of state—perhaps even a Western Australian. I was there on a wintry night at the Hellenic Club in 
Northbridge 25 years ago this month when the Malcolm Turnbull–chaired Australian Republican Movement held 
its first meeting in WA. Let us continue the conversation. To like-minded members across the aisle, I look forward 
to an opportunity for bipartisanship. Jobs, the economy, education, health, transport and community safety should 
always take priority, but it is possible to walk and chew gum at the same time, and the symbols and potential of 
our state and nation are important, both to us, and the rest of the world. 
Finally, I want to thank those closest to me who are crowding the gallery today. Just over a year ago, I considered 
walking away from politics. My youngest daughter, Hope, was diagnosed with an extremely rare autoimmune 
condition called juvenile dermatomyositis. It affects just a couple of children per million each year. Most doctors 
will never see a case in their entire career. Starting with a sore knee, Hope could not lift her legs when she was 
diagnosed by the incredible doctors at Princess Margaret Hospital for Children. No-one knows what causes 
juvenile dermatomyositis. We do know it results in severe and widespread muscle weakness that leaves children 
unable to walk or move. Feeding, swallowing and even breathing can be affected. Thankfully, symptoms can be 
treated with modern medications and the impact on Hope has been mild and limited. But at that moment when you 
are told your child is facing a disease like that, nothing else matters. I decided nothing else did matter. Hope’s 
health was our family’s only priority and I would resign as a candidate and devote myself to Hope and our family. 
However, my wife convinced me to continue. Together, we would share the burden. Together, we would find the 
strength and our family would make it through. Hope is now nine years old and nothing slows her down. She takes 
her tablets every morning and gets regular checks at Princess Margaret Hospital for Children. She plays basketball 
and hockey and can boot a footy further than most boys her age! Natalie and I will forever be grateful to the 
amazing, world-best doctors and medical staff at PMH. They serve only to remind us of the vital importance of 
a strong public health system. 
I would like to mention my parents, Ray and Lyn Whitby, who taught me the importance of hard work and having 
a go. Dad left Kent Street High School at 15 years of age and joined the Navy. In 1958, he was one of the first to 
return to the Montebello Islands after the atomic tests and today he is active in the Australian Ex-Services Atomic 
Survivors Association. My parents started with nothing and built a family business on decades of hard toil. Their 
values passed on to their three kids. 
[Member’s time extended.] 
Mr R.R. WHITBY: My brother, Regan, also served in the Navy and my sister, Gemma, runs her own small 
business. My wife’s parents, Terry and Diane Jones, have been there too, helping our family through defeat to 
triumph. I also thank my grandparents, Bill and Nellie Whitby and Austin and Rene Hughes, for the values they 
passed on. Incidentally, my maternal grandmother, Rene Hughes, came to Western Australia as a young girl with 
her family in the group settlement scheme in the 1920s. My last surviving grandparent, Nellie Whitby, passed 
away last year, just weeks short of her 103rd birthday. She would have liked to be here today. 
My wife, Natalie, is my equal partner in every way—except much better looking and much smarter than I am. 
Natalie has withstood the stresses, anxieties and disappointments that confront all political partners. Her insight 
and counsel are invaluable. I am so proud that she has her own life and successful career, as well as the formidable 
job of being mum to four school-age children. I thank our children, Faith, Sam, Luke and Hope, for putting up 
with a dad running for politics for what seems most of your lives. You have grown up around branch fundraisers, 
letter drops, mobile offices and polling days. I am so proud of you all. 
Finally, it has been a long journey since 1972. And, I still have hope. Thank you again to the people of Baldivis 
for your faith and trust and giving me this opportunity to serve you. If I have to explain why I am here, it is pretty 
simple; it is because I believe in hope and opportunity. It is what got me here. I believe government should be 
about making sure that hope and opportunity exist, not just for some Western Australians, but for all of us. I look 
forward to working with all members of this chamber. Thank you. 
[Applause.] 
MR J.N. CAREY (Perth — Parliamentary Secretary) [4.54 pm]: Madam Deputy Speaker, I am deeply honoured 
and humbled to stand here today representing the community of Perth. I want to thank them for the unique opportunity 
to represent them. I acknowledge the Whadjuk people and their elders, past and present, on whose lands we meet 
today and every day this Parliament meets. I also want to acknowledge my predecessor, Eleni Evangel, who gave 
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four years of public service to the local community. Although we are from opposite sides of the political fence, we 
worked together in the interests of the community and I genuinely wish her all the best. 
I am an optimist. I am here because I believe in the capacity of community to come together to drive social change 
and improve people’s lives. I have seen this in my own community of Perth—an incredibly connected and inclusive 
community where people consistently show genuine concern and care for others. So many different groups create 
real and positive change at a local level. The parents and citizens associations, environment groups, precinct teams 
and local advocacy organisations are all bound together with a common purpose to make people’s lives better and 
create a stronger sense of community. I thank them for their efforts and for allowing me to be part of it. It is also 
why I am Labor—because of the real power of collective action. I am Labor because I value fairness, equality, 
justice and inclusion. I am Labor because I believe in a fair day’s work for a fair day’s pay and in safe and secure 
conditions: where people have the right to collectively organise and protect their rights; where everyone has an 
equal opportunity to education and realise their full potential; and where we do not judge a society on how well the 
one per cent prosper but on how our most vulnerable are treated. 
In this rapidly changing world, people are genuinely more worried about their futures and what it means for their 
children. This change is reshaping the way people think about their world and their place in it. The fragile nature of 
current relations between countries, the random reach of terrorist acts and the uncertainty of the current global 
economic environment have reframed our sense of security, both at home and afar. The rapid changes in technology 
are dramatically recasting our jobs environment. Technology is the disrupting agent of the twenty-first century. With 
this disruption to industry comes the creation of new roles and the transformation of existing jobs requiring new skill 
sets, while also making other jobs redundant. This creates uncertainty. The incredible expansion of mobile phone 
technology and the use of social media and peer-to-peer platforms are also significantly reshaping how all generations 
interact with each other and how information is shared. They are reshaping traditional concepts of relationships and 
even community. Change is inevitable and is unstoppable. But we should never dismiss the genuine fears and 
concerns that accompany this disruption. We need the type of political leadership that listens and generates solutions 
with our local communities to respond to this changing landscape. 
Ultimately, we all have a choice about the type of political leadership we pursue. The first is the cheap, populist 
option. Those leaders prey on and perpetuate our worst fears. They exploit division in our community to promote 
the fear of difference. We know this: fear breeds fear. These leaders offer sound bite grabs that do not address the 
causes of complex policy issues facing our community. In this regard, we should not be surprised by the rise of 
the likes of Donald Trump. 
Another type of leadership offers something different. That leadership seeks to understand people’s concerns and 
the causes of those fears; it has honest, open and up-front conversations about those issues and works to take 
people on a journey about the potential solutions. This type of leadership brings out the best in people and human 
nature to provide a positive vision for our future. I have always aspired to deliver this type of leadership as an 
elected member of local government, and now in this place. This type of leadership is more important if we are to 
address a critical issue that we now face—that is, a genuine feeling of people being disenfranchised and holding 
deep cynicism about politics, government and the Parliament, regardless of the side of politics we sit on. 
We must confront this uneasy truth: many people have lost trust in our political process and in our role here in the 
house. Let us face it; people lose trust when they switch on the television and see the bickering in Parliament. They 
are despondent about negative politics. People lose trust when they see politicians using taxpayer funds to fly to 
polo or sporting matches, and wonder why one rule applies to ordinary workers, yet another standard applies for 
politicians. People lose trust when they see promises made and then thrown out of the door. This was no more 
apparent to my local community when the MAX light rail project, which was promised to be fully funded and 
fully costed, was simply discarded by the former government. 
People lose trust when they feel elected officials have a sense of entitlement. Just because we are elected to a role 
does not mean we should feel that we have the automatic right to all the potential privileges that that role may 
bring. As a result, we have a big job ahead of us to rebuild people’s trust. If we are to raise our community’s hopes 
about what we can deliver, we must raise the standard in politics and we must raise the level of public debate away 
from the heavily crafted spin that simply turns people off. I am not so naive to think that this does not mean a robust 
democracy or debate in Parliament, but I genuinely believe we must shift away from petty politics. I would argue 
that to achieve this we must aim to go beyond community expectations about the kind of elected representatives 
who will serve their concerns and needs. In short, we need to aim high, or, as the 900-year-old philosopher Yoda 
once so wisely advised, “Do or do not; there is no try.” 
I know this can work because this is what we achieved during my tenure at the City of Vincent. I was proud to be 
part of a team that shifted the culture of the council to openness and accountability to our community. The City of 
Vincent was ranked third last among Perth councils in 2010 based on an independent survey of ratepayers. As the 
new mayor with a great team of young councillors, we worked hard to set higher standards of transparency, 
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accountability and integrity in decision-making to rebuild our community’s trust. The City of Vincent was the first 
council to have an online gift register, a staff travel register and a councillor interest register, and today it is still 
the only council to have a developer contact register for councillors. Yes, we even had a ban on councillor and 
mayoral travel. In the strong interests of bipartisanship and pursuing the common good, I regularly publicly backed 
the previous local government minister’s first efforts on transparency reform. I am incredibly proud that we turned 
Vincent around and that in 2016 it was rated the number one council out of 26 in the same survey, and best 
governing organisation. For that reason, I welcome the Speaker’s commitment to raising standards in Parliament. 
I strongly welcome the Premier’s agenda to get the budget back in order, particularly the freeze on the salaries of 
members of the Legislative Assembly so that we can lead by example as we seek to repair the Liberal–National 
government’s debt. This is the right start, but we must all pitch in. 
Of course, that is not the only challenge we face. I understand that every Western Australian has a right to receive 
quality health care when they need it. It is a primary obligation that a state government must deliver to ensure trust 
and confidence in our hospitals. I know that from firsthand experience. In seven years I lost my mother, father and 
sister, with my mum and sister in and out of hospitals due to cancer. I have the utmost respect and admiration for 
all who work in our hospital system on a day-to-day basis. But we must never allow again another fiasco such as 
the failed oversight of Perth Children’s Hospital, as it weakens the trust in our healthcare system. 
We also know that educating our children for the new economy is a must. It is unacceptable that poor planning 
has left our high schools overcrowded, and that education cuts have affected the quality of teaching our children 
receive. The government will fix this by restoring education assistants in our classrooms and re-establishing an 
inner-city local-intake high school, so that we can once again cater to the needs of the growing number of inner-city 
families, where we know the real demand and growth in the student population is. 

Clearly, the most evident and pressing issue for our state has been the end of the mining boom and the failure to 
plan for jobs into the future. We were hit hard, and nowhere has that been more apparent than in my own electorate. 
We have only to look at the city, where there are precincts of endless vacant shops. In fact, it is so bad that recent 
vacancy rates reached 16 per cent—double the rate at the time of the global financial crisis. Nothing is more 
important to a person’s worth, confidence and self-esteem than a decent job. That is why we have a critical 
responsibility to drive jobs growth. 

I will be very clear: our economy needs a broader horizon, rather than just relying on the resource sector for jobs 
and investment. For my electorate of Perth, that means unlocking the full potential of our city and inner-city areas. 
Our city has real potential to grow as an education hub for international students to study and live in. International 
students and their visiting families bring more than $1.3 billion a year to our city, but Study Perth reports that 
Western Australia is struggling to retain its share of international students against the eastern states. That is why it 
is critical that we deliver on our promise to invest more in marketing our education institutions, backed by smarter 
strategies, and improving the experience of students who come here to learn. 

Similarly, this state has lost its way on how to market our capital city and our world-class Western Australian 
tourism attractions. We genuinely need to reinvigorate and invest in a clear and articulate brand for our state that 
imaginatively and smartly captures the essence of why tourists should experience Western Australia’s uniqueness. 
There is huge potential and we must harness it. I strongly back Labor’s $425 million investment in tourism, 
including critical new funds for the Perth Convention Bureau to attract new business confidence to our city. We 
need to do that if we are serious about diversifying our economy and creating new jobs. 

Finally, we need to throw ourselves behind a key engine room of the WA economy—small business. Small 
business has been doing it incredibly tough, yet it is critical to the health of our economy. Nearly half of all jobs 
created in Western Australia are in the small business sector, yet the statistics are surprising and startling. The 
Australian Bureau of Statistics has demonstrated that 60 per cent of new small businesses will collapse in the first 
three years. But small business is more than just an economic provider of local jobs; it is what creates life in our 
city. Small business operators are a defining feature of a main street or town centre that give it a unique sense of 
place for residents and tourists alike. I will continue to champion small business—as I did in my previous roles as 
the founder of the Beaufort Street Network and the Mayor of Vincent. 

It is also less known that I actually co-owned and ran a small business myself called Bailey and Carey, an event, 
party and wedding coordination business, for two years. I had to move on upon the realisation that, first, I was 
a perfectionist in organising events and was spending my own money to achieve the ultimate party; second, I could 
no longer deal with bridezillas and groomzillas; and, third, no-one really appreciated a Star Wars wedding theme! 
But I have to say my credentials were pretty good, and in fact at least one member of Parliament can vouch for my 
skills, given I organised her wedding. Thank you, Sue Ellery. I do say this seriously, though—we must seize every 
opportunity to cut red tape. 
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But even with all of this, we cannot expect small business to grow in our city if no-one is there and there is no real 
activity on our streets. Across Perth in certain precincts, including East Perth and West Perth, and even parts of 
the CBD, there is little life on the streets—what planners call vibrancy, and ultimately liveability. Imagine the 
experience of a resident walking out of their apartment on Adelaide Terrace or a tourist leaving the Hyatt or 
Richardson hotels. What sort of immediate city experience awaits them? We need to do better. 

That is why I am calling and organising a Perth City Summit, to drive new ideas, new energy and new momentum, 
where small businesses, property owners and residents can come together to make this happen. I find it 
a significant missed opportunity that our city does not have distinct tourism precincts like other world cities that 
have their own identity, with a clear brand and marketing opportunities. I will champion the renewal of our city to 
deliver a better life for our residents and, more critically, economic activity and new jobs. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr J.N. CAREY: As the member for Perth—an electorate with the city at its heart—I cannot make my first speech 
in this place without addressing the issue of urban planning and how it shapes our community and economic future. 
It is critical to the future health of Perth. We must stop the urban sprawl. We cannot afford the economic, social 
and environmental costs of unlimited expansion. I strongly support higher density targets, with more high-rise 
residential apartments in the heart of the city. It is critical for housing diversity and affordability. The research also 
shows clearly that it will drive more economic activity. But we have a long way to go. When there is opposition 
to density, it is often for a legitimate reason—what people are seeing built is sometimes disgraceful, with poor 
design, poor light and little natural ventilation, and, worse still, with minimal green or liveable outdoor space. If 
we are to stop the urban sprawl, we must address the density question once and for all and demand quality 
outcomes. This means we must do density well—creating stronger benchmarks that developers need to meet to 
ensure genuinely liveable, innovative and sustainable buildings and apartments that create real communities in 
which people want to live. 

I know this is not the Academy Awards, but I do have a lot of thankyous. I stand here today because of the 
incredible team of people behind me, who endured as much as I did during a tough and deeply personal campaign. 
I am proud that we ran only a totally positive campaign in the seat of Perth, backed by genuine people power. 
Thank you to my campaign director, Catrina Campbell Fraser; campaign organiser, the amazing Emma, and my 
campaign manager; a great team of workers, Patrick Ashforth, Sam McLeod and Amy Stokes; my advisers, Megan 
Anwyl, Anne Burns and Kaye Hopkins; fundraising guru and self-declared Liberal, Lesley Thomas; and my 
support team, Jimmy Murphy, Marcelle Anderson and Nigel Wilson. I also thank former member for Perth Diana 
Warnock for her insightful advice and also, of course, Mima Comrie for her extraordinary volunteering love and 
support. 

I also want to thank Beth Kirby, my supportive housemate—I know it is unusual, but I do have a housemate—
who had to flee from the house more than a few times during the campaign when dishes stacked up, my 
campaign clothes piled up and developed a life of their own, and campaign meetings took over the dining room. 
I also want to sincerely thank United Voice and the Prison Officers’ Union for their support, and all the people 
in the ALP office, including Patrick and Linda. To all my supporters, friends and campaign volunteers who 
attended my fundraisers, doorknocked and letterboxed in the heat of summer and made calls on behalf of myself, 
many of whom are here in the gallery tonight, and too many to mention, my sincere and absolute thanks. 

It is not just the months of campaigning that brings me to this point. Politics feels like a long journey. I want to 
thank my good friend since university days, Ros Harley, for her lasting and loving support. To my often bold 
mentor, regularly keeping my sanity and ego in check, and great friend, Sue Ellery, thank you. I also recognise the 
person who gave me my first job in politics, now retired MP Ken Travers, and the MPs along the way who have 
absolutely supported me, Alannah MacTiernan and Rita Saffioti. I want to also thank my friend Daniel Pastorelli. 

I once served Mark McGowan as his staff member, and also in his duties for our state’s 175th anniversary, where 
I remember we made some very cheap coins that I suspect are now rusting in people’s drawers—it was a tight 
budget! However, I am deeply honoured now, 13 years later, to be his parliamentary secretary in the fortieth 
Parliament. Thank you, Mark. 

I come now to the end of my speech but back to the theme that I started with at the beginning—raising the standard 
in politics. They say the biggest influences in our lives are our parents. This is very true for me. I am deeply 
grateful for all the opportunities my parents gave me, which they were never to experience. They are no longer 
with me, but I honour their memory every day. My father always said to me about politics, “One day you’re 
a rooster; the next day you’re a feather duster”. At the heart of this is a very simple idea. Never take people for 
granted. Never feel entitled about what you do or the role you serve. Never develop a sense of arrogance. Always 
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show kindness and empathy to all those you meet. Every person has a story. Do not interrupt. Listen. People want 
to be heard. I will hold these words true every day that I am honoured to be the member for Perth. 

I know there are many people in the electorate of Perth who have never voted Labor in their lives but who put their 
trust in me based on these values, as have so many Labor voters and supporters. This is my single promise—I will 
work every day to honour that trust. Thank you. 

[Applause.] 

MR P.J. RUNDLE (Roe) [5.18 pm]: I feel extremely honoured, humbled and excited to deliver my inaugural 
speech here today. I am very proud to represent the Roe electorate and the people of Western Australia. Thank 
you, Mr Acting Speaker, for giving me the opportunity to address the Legislative Assembly for the first time as 
the elected member for Roe. 

Firstly, I would like to extend my thanks to the people of Roe for placing their trust in me by supporting me at the 
recent state election. It is a great honour to be elected as a member of Parliament. I am aware of the responsibility 
that goes with it and I will work extremely hard to give the people from the Roe electorate the best possible 
representation in the years ahead. 

I would like to thank the National Party and its members for giving me the opportunity to represent this great party. 
Thanks must go to my campaign committee, which was well led by my ever-enthusiastic campaign manager, Steve 
Blyth, along with my wife, Andrea, Colin De Grussa, Leigh Ballard and Tori Castledine. Particular thanks are due 
to the members of the Parliamentary National Party and the Nationals’ campaign committee for their support over 
the election campaign. Thanks are also due to the National Party branches and members for their great work and 
support—many of them are watching online tonight. I look forward to honouring their faith in me. A special 
mention must go to the Agnews and the Hoskings in Esperance. I also owe a great deal of gratitude to the 
WA Young Nationals for their enthusiasm and assistance during the campaign, and in particular I would like to 
mention Young Nationals president Lachlan Hunter for his energy and support. 

I would like to take the opportunity to tell the house about the electorate of Roe. As members may be aware, the 
electorate of Roe was formed at the recent boundary redistribution, with the unfortunate abolition of one regional 
electorate and the abolition of the former electorates of Wagin and Eyre. As a result, Roe now consists of 
18 different local governments stretching from the Shire of Williams in the north west to the Shire of Cranbrook 
in the south west and to the Shire of Esperance in the east. My electorate has three major regional centres—
Esperance, Narrogin and Katanning. Roe consists of approximately 106 000 square kilometres which, for interest’s 
sake, is 5 912 times the size of the electorate of Mount Lawley. The region is very much agricultural based, with 
grain, wool, lamb, mutton and beef the mainstays of the agricultural industry. In recent times there has been some 
exciting diversification into export hay production along with an increase in aquaculture and horticulture. In the 
eastern part of the electorate, the mining industry is very important, particularly iron ore, nickel and mineral sands, 
and lithium mining has recently increased. Many of these products, both agricultural and mining, are exported 
through Esperance port. This port is extremely valuable to our region. Last year the port exported over 15 million 
tonnes, with a trade value of $8 billion. 
The electorate also contains a diversified small business sector that supports the agricultural and mining industries. 
Tourism is developing rapidly and its importance cannot be underestimated to both inland and coastal destinations. 
I was recently briefed on an exciting inland tourism trail extending from Northam through Narrogin, Katanning, 
the Stirling Range and on to Albany. This is an interesting development and will be mainly funded through private 
sector investment. 
Without doubt, the greatest resource of the Roe electorate is its people. I met many of them while doorknocking 
in the recent election campaign and, having lived in the electorate for most of my life, I know a great many of 
them. There is myriad diversity in the electorate and none more so than my home town of Katanning, which is also 
home town to 43 different nationalities. The Katanning Harmony Festival has developed into a renowned event 
and demonstrates how a community can work and play together. Many of these people are the backbone of our 
workforce, especially the meatworks at the Western Australian Meat Marketing Co-operative Limited. I recognise 
the numerous contributions that many people from other countries and cultures have made to our region and, in 
turn, I am pleased to be the National Party spokesperson for citizenship and multicultural interests. I also recognise 
and acknowledge the contribution of the Noongar people and the large role they have played in the region. I have 
many relationships with the Noongar people through schooling and sport and I look forward to working with them 
in my new role. 
When it was announced that the new seat of Roe extended such a great distance to the east and over such a vast 
area, it was a little unsettling, to say the least. I received some great advice from “Tuck” Waldron, the recently 
retired member for Wagin and who many members know. He said to treat it as a new challenge. I must say it has 
been fantastic to meet a new range of people in the towns of Ravensthorpe, Hopetoun and Esperance. My wife, 
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Andrea, and I have come to know many people from these towns through the election campaign. We admired their 
resilience during the flooding events in February and their attitude during the recovery process. The people of 
these towns and surrounds are somewhat isolated from the metropolitan area. That is why it is essential that the 
state government gives support, where possible, when these types of events occur. 
One major current issue is the isolation of Hopetoun from the Fitzgerald River National Park through the 
decimation of the causeway at Culham Inlet. Fitzgerald National Park is the leading tourism destination in the 
region and many businesses are doing it extremely tough as the town has been cut off, resulting in a substantial 
decrease in tourist numbers. I note the Minister for Environment’s recent comments that we need to use and access 
our national parks more. I look forward to the state government supporting the Hopetoun community by reinstating 
the causeway. I must compliment Main Roads WA and the Department of Transport for their quick action in 
restoring many parts of South Coast Highway after the recent floods. 
Reflecting on the recent election campaign, I must comment on the biggest issue raised consistently in my 
electorate—the Esperance Tanker Jetty. This jetty is an iconic tourism drawcard for the town and the region, but 
it has unfortunately deteriorated due to lack of maintenance. The Esperance Tanker Jetty is one of only three 
remaining timber jetties in Western Australia. After speaking to many people during the campaign, it is clear how 
important the jetty is to everyone, including the people from the goldfields. I implore the Ministers for Heritage; 
Transport; Regional Development; and Tourism to help the community. With their support I believe the jetty can 
be successfully refurbished, similar to many great jetties in South Australia. The jetty, along with the recently 
developed foreshore, are great assets for everyone to enjoy. 
On a personal level, I would like to inform members of my background before I became the member for Roe. Raised 
on the family farm between Katanning and Kojonup, I attended Katanning Primary School and Katanning Senior 
High School prior to becoming a boarder at Wesley College. After completing year 12, I deferred my studies to go 
on a one-year agricultural exchange to Canada and Switzerland. On my return I spent several years farming before 
taking the role of managing Wesfarmers’ share department at Computershare on St Georges Terrace. I also studied 
commerce at Curtin University and completed a course through what was then known as the Securities Institute of 
Australia. This period of seven years was important for me as I came to realise that not everyone in the metropolitan 
area was as interested in the regions as I thought they might have been. 

It was during this time that I married Andrea and our two boys, James and Sam, were born. We moved back to the 
family farm in 1994 to bring our children up in the country. I will never regret this decision as I have enjoyed 
farming for the subsequent 23 years. Community and sport, particularly tennis, golf and squash, have been a major 
part of my life. I became involved with several community projects including six years on the reticulation of the 
Katanning golf course with the town’s wastewater and five years on the building of the $25 million regional 
saleyards. I also served on the St Patrick’s School board where our boys attended primary school. This led to my 
appointment as chair of the Great Southern Development Commission in 2009 and, in turn, appointments to the 
Regional Development Council and the Western Australian Regional Development Trust. This body oversees the 
governance of the royalties for regions program and provides advice to the Minister for Regional Development. 
I also note that our now Premier was perhaps one of the few who used to read our annual report and quite often 
referred to our former chairman, Andrew Murray. 

During this time I also graduated from the Australian Institute of Company Directors. The opportunity to be 
involved in the world of regional development has given me a clear picture of what is required for the advancement 
and stability of our regional areas, and to the qualities and resilience that many of our country people possess. In 
many ways that is what has led me into politics. I see it as an opportunity to address some of the inequities that 
exist between country and city, while also looking at a positive way forward to address issues concerning the 
whole state. I also thank the CEO of the Great Southern Development Commission, Bruce Manning, for his 
friendship and knowledge regarding regional development. 

Regional Western Australia makes up 22 per cent of the state’s population. Our regions are vital drivers of the 
state’s economy, contributing more than one-third of Western Australia’s economic activity and 95 per cent of the 
state’s exports. It has therefore been fundamental that the royalties for regions program was introduced to deal 
with the large infrastructure backlog that had built up over many years. I congratulate the previous state 
government on the implementation of the royalties for regions program, which has seen a vital rebalancing take 
place and has given heart to many rural communities that had been suffering an obvious decline. We cannot 
underestimate the boost to morale and in turn the boost to the small business sector that royalties for regions has 
given these communities. I was involved with, and very proud of, many diverse projects during my time at the 
Great Southern Development Commission. Some examples include the Smart Start early childhood program; the 
Munda Biddi tourist trail; aged independent living units in a variety of towns; the Great Southern Taste Festival; 
the Albany Hospice; and the “Great Southern Regional Investment Blueprint”. 
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In my electorate I consider smaller towns such as Nyabing, Tambellup, Cranbrook, Wickepin and Kulin every bit 
as important as our larger regional centres. These smaller towns provide the support for the surrounding farming 
community, and the sporting and cultural activities that take place in these communities cannot be underestimated. 
The weekend football, netball and hockey are what hold many communities together and we must retain and 
encourage this for future years. Equally important is that our larger regional centres thrive as well. The recent 
comments on recreation centres concern me when I see up to 200 children playing basketball on a weeknight in 
the likes of Esperance, Narrogin or Katanning. We need to support this and ensure our children are encouraged to 
take an active role in their community from an early age. In reference to our larger regional centres, I have been 
heartened by the recent moves by our federal government to decentralise some government agencies to the regions. 
Narrogin is a town with a strong background in supporting government agencies and the economic benefit from 
this is extremely rewarding. This scenario is a vital key to boosting employment opportunities and boosting our 
local economies and I look forward to the state government considering this extensively. 

I am very passionate about education in a regional context. I believe that every child who lives in the regions 
should have access to a standard of public education equal to that of their metropolitan counterpart, regardless of 
their parent’s income. This may sound idealistic. However, I believe it is achievable with the right blend of high 
quality teachers, effective leadership and good governance. Teacher quality is the most important issue in relation 
to student success and it is essential that we do not accept a continual reduction in the entrance level required by 
our universities. Quality teaching is first and foremost to producing good student outcomes and excellence in 
education. I recognised the importance of this firsthand when my wife, Andrea, won the Australian Teacher of the 
Year award in 2011 for her valuable contribution to regional education over many years. Her passion for caring 
and nurturing disengaged students demonstrated to me the value of effective quality teaching. Strong and effective 
leadership is a vital element in all schools and none more so than our regional schools. 

I would like to see our principals on five-year contracts, which would enable performance reviews and results to be 
measured in line with the contracts implemented in the public sector. A strong network of high quality K–
12 schools spread throughout the state would be the best outcome. This is demonstrated in Merredin and Mt Barker 
and currently provides regional families with choice at a more local level. Unfortunately, we are currently seeing 
the drift of many families and children to either larger coastal locations or the city. Another concerning pattern 
developing is when mothers and young children leave town for their education and dad is left behind on the farm 
or at his business in town. This is leading to family breakup and less contribution to our regional communities. We 
need to explore all ideas, as there is nothing more disheartening than to see our younger generation leaving their 
local community and family for education at the age of 11. With this said, a quality public education is the preferred 
model. 

In 2016–17 the WA education budget was $4.84 billion dollars. In regional areas the replacement and maintenance 
of education infrastructure is key to ensuring better education outcomes for regional students. Together with this, 
technology and e-education programs can significantly improve rural students’ education. We need to ensure that 
information and communications technology infrastructure and bandwidth are the best possible available as 
disparity in these elements leads to disparity in the results of regional students. I was pleased to hear that fees have 
been frozen for several years for TAFE students, as this is becoming a very important element in education for 
regional students. For all of the aforementioned reasons, I am very happy to be the education spokesperson for the 
National Party and I look forward to engaging in fruitful discussions on regional education. 

[Member’s time extended.] 

Mr P.J. RUNDLE: Health and aged care have been greatly improved in regional areas by the royalties for regions 
program. Hospital improvements in Esperance, Narrogin, Katanning and Lake Grace have been welcomed, along 
with the renovation of many smaller community health centres. If our standard of health care is reliable, people 
will stay for longer in their home community. A highlight for me has been the regional men’s health initiative. We 
have seen many rural men come forward and deal with various health problems as a result of this program. 
I congratulate those who are involved and trust that this important program can continue long into the future. 

Independent living options for the elderly have enabled our older regional residents to stay in their communities 
close to family and friends while maintaining their lifestyle and routine. I was heartened when out doorknocking 
in Woodanilling recently to see four different aged families all meeting at their back fence. They confirmed to me 
how much they enjoyed the independent living units and how important it was for them to stay in their own 
community. 

Agriculture is such an important element of Western Australia’s economy. I believe that we are going into a period 
when livestock production, especially sheep and cattle, will be prosperous for several years to come. We must 
ensure that key infrastructure is in place so that the state and its farmers can reap the benefits. My main concern is 
in relation to the declining numbers in our sheep flock. Currently, there are 13.8 million sheep in the state and it is 
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important that we do not fall below this critical number in order to maintain the breeding flock. A key element to 
this is the sheep industry business innovation project based in Katanning at the Department of Agriculture and 
Food. The project is looking at not only maintaining numbers but also improving innovation and productivity. 
Unfortunately, the grain prices are currently at low levels and we look forward to an improvement during the 
year—along with, hopefully, good seasonal rains and no frost. With the growing efficiencies in grain farming, 
there is an increasing reliance on telecommunications, data reliability and new apps for GPS guidance and many 
other farming techniques. 

Telecommunications are now such an important issue in regional communities. Comparatively poor mobile 
coverage and low utilisation of digital technologies are hampering economic growth and service delivery in the 
regions. The national broadband network satellite service, where available, is suffering from severe delay, has 
capacity limitations and low data quotas, and is more expensive than services offered in the metropolitan area. 
I would like to see this government focus on fixed telecommunications in regional areas, which can generally 
allow higher data speeds and quotas delivered at reasonable cost. Continuation of the good work of the previous 
state government in increasing the mobile tower network across regional Western Australia would be beneficial 
and certainly appreciated. 

I welcome the attention and focus that is currently being given to the increase of drug usage and the overwhelming 
damage and heartache it places on families. Unfortunately, members will be aware that in recent times 
methylamphetamine has become readily available, with regional areas affected at a higher rate than the 
metropolitan area. We need to address this issue immediately to ensure that every member of our community feels 
safe. I look forward to attending the Shalom House Rehabilitation Centre seminar in July, which has been 
organised by members of the Esperance community to address rehabilitation and future solutions. 

In conclusion I would sincerely like to acknowledge my predecessor, Hon Tuck Waldron, for his outstanding 
contribution to the state and the Wagin electorate over the previous 16 years. He was well known for his popularity 
and great sense of humour, but his hard work and dedication in the electorate was well regarded and so well 
received. I know that the member for Cottesloe, Hon Colin Barnett, often says that Tuck would not handball to 
him when they played for Claremont. However, I am sure that he was well respected by all members on all sides 
of Parliament. Tuck and his wife Noelene’s support for me over the last two years has been extremely valued and 
much appreciated. The new stadium, which is well on the way to completion, will be one of the things that Tuck 
will be remembered for in his previous role as Minister for Sport and Recreation. He is currently taking 
a well-deserved caravan holiday in South Australia, but still took the time to call and wish me luck and I know 
that he is watching online tonight. It must be said that we share a major interest in the Esperance tanker jetty as 
I am currently receiving photos on a regular basis of every jetty that Tuck visits on his adventures around the state 
of South Australia. 

I would also like to acknowledge the contribution of the previous member for Eyre, Dr Graham Jacobs. I am lucky 
to have worked with two high-quality leaders of the National Party in my prior roles in regional development. The 
previous member for Pilbara, Hon Brendon Grylls, was a creative, enthusiastic and innovative leader. His 
determination in developing royalties for regions has seen a massive transformation in regional Western Australia. 
The member for Warren–Blackwood, Hon Terry Redman, has been an excellent leader and a highly regarded 
minister of several portfolios. I also thank him for his advice, friendship and support. I am looking forward to 
working with our talented new leader, the member for Central Wheatbelt, Hon Mia Davies. 

It is with great pride that I acknowledge the presence of my family and friends in the public gallery. I would like 
to express my sincere thanks and gratitude to my family for their unwavering support and encouragement. I thank 
my loving wife, Andrea, who has been a great inspiration to me and who gives so much to our family and the 
community, and our wonderful sons James and Sam for their enthusiasm and support. I thank my parents Bronte 
and June for their guidance and love and for instilling in me both the work ethic and the importance of giving back 
to the community of which you are a part. I also pay tribute to my extremely supportive extended family who have 
been involved in many ways, and a particular thank you to my sister-in-law Judy for her contribution to my election 
campaign. I also extend my thanks to Dot and Graeme Hickey for the continual support that they give to Andrea 
and me. I must say that Graeme keeps me updated on all GST issues, a subject I am very passionate about. 

Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker for the opportunity to address the house today. I am passionate and focused on 
many regional issues, but, as I say, every person who remains in or moves to the regions is one fewer person 
blocking up our freeways in Perth. I look forward to working hard for my constituents along with all members of 
this Parliament for the betterment of this great state of Western Australia. Thank you. 

[Applause.] 

Debate adjourned, on motion by Mr D.A. Templeman. 
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House adjourned at 5.45 pm 
__________ 
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